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 1 Saturday, October 15, 2022. 

 2 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Well, we can get started.

 3 I'll go ahead and call this meeting to order.  

 4 . . . CALL TO ORDER . . . 

 5 If you have a flag near you, salute the colors.

 6 One, two.  

 7 . . . SALUTE TO COLORS BY ASSEMBLY . . . 

 8 I think Mr. Fast is on vacation.  

 9 Al, could you give us the invocation?  

10 Uncover.  

11 ASST. CHAPLAIN BUXTON:  Our Father in Heaven,

12 we hallow and praise Thy name.  We praise Thee for

13 Thy great love, for all Thy blessings, and for this

14 gathering which we unite with the DEC to further

15 American Legion of Ohio programs, and our decisions

16 on all things may be pleasing in Thy sight.  

17 In Your holy name we pray, amen.  

18 FROM THE ASSEMBLY:  Amen.

19 COMMANDER STENNIS:  We'll have the Pledge of

20 Allegiance by 1st Vice Jason Rue.

21 . . . PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE BY ASSEMBLY . . . 

22 All right.  Cover.  

23 2nd Vice Whatley, could you lead us in the

24 preamble.  

25 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Commander, I do not see AJ
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 1 on.

 2 . . . PREAMBLE BY ASSEMBLY . . . 

 3 COMMANDER STENNIS:  POW/MIA recognition, 1st

 4 Vice Rue.  

 5 1VC RUE:  I do not have the reading of it on

 6 me.  

 7 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  I have it, Jason.

 8 1VC RUE:  Thank you.

 9 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Just one second.

10 Resolution 288, adopted at the 67th National

11 Convention, calls for the designation of an empty

12 chair placed at all official meetings of The

13 American Legion as a physical symbol of the

14 thousands of American POW/MIAs unaccounted for from

15 all wars and conflicts involving the United States

16 of America.  This is a reminder for all of us to

17 spare no effort to rescue and release of any

18 American held captive, and the repatriation of the

19 remains of those who died bravely in the defense of

20 liberty, and a full accounting of those missing.

21 Let us rededicate ourselves to this vital endeavor.  

22 Commander.

23 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Thank you, JD.

24 All right, can I get a roll call.

25 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Yes, sir.
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 1 . . . ROLL CALL CONDUCTED . . . 

 2 13TH DISTRICT 2VC WINGATE:  I didn't hear my

 3 name.

 4 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Who's that?

 5 13TH DISTRICT 2VC WINGATE:  Rich Wingate, 196,

 6 out of Brecksville, District 13, 2nd Vice.

 7 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  You are not a voting member

 8 of the DEC.

 9 13TH DISTRICT 2VC WINGATE:  Oh, I'm sorry. 

10 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Commander, you do have a

11 quorum. 

12 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right.  Outstanding,

13 outstanding.  

14 First, a couple things.  

15 One, as the folks from Dragon Reporting

16 mentioned to me earlier, we need to speak one at a

17 time.  

18 And then two, that you identify yourselves when

19 you would like to speak.  

20 First, I want to thank everyone for making time

21 to make this meeting this morning.  We'll go through

22 this as thoroughly as we can and as quickly as we

23 can so everyone can get on with their day.

24 All right, that being said, let's go on to new

25 business.
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 1 2VC WHATLEY:  Commander.  

 2 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Okay.  

 3 2VC WHATLEY:  Can everybody hear me out there?  

 4 FROM THE ASSEMBLY:  Yes.  You're good.

 5 2VC WHATLEY:  Commander, this is Whatley.  I'm

 6 sitting in front of my computer, waiting to be let

 7 in.  

 8 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  I will see what I can do.

 9 2VC WHATLEY:  Thank you.

10 COMMANDER STENNIS:  As long as you can hear us

11 from your phone, you're fine.  

12 2VC WHATLEY:  Okay.

13 12TH DISTRICT CMDR BEATTY:  Brad Beatty, 12th

14 District Commander, present. 

15 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right.  Thank you, sir.  

16 All right, I'm going to ask, I'm going to ask

17 if you're not speaking, please put yourself on mute.

18 Because I'm getting some background noise.  Thank

19 you.

20 All right, new business, the hiring of the

21 Department Adjutant.  

22 The ad hoc committee that was appointed by the

23 DEC to select a Department Adjutant, as a group, we

24 have selected John Robinson to be the Adjutant.  

25 And what I would need would be a motion from
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 1 the DEC to confirm this.  And we can talk about that

 2 under discussion if anyone has any questions. 

 3 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  I was waiting for somebody

 4 to say it.  

 5 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Yeah.  

 6 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Commander, I will step out

 7 while you're taking this vote.  

 8 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Sure.  No problem.  

 9 1VC RUE:  Commander, Jason Rue, Department 1st

10 Vice Commander.  I make a motion that we accept John

11 Robinson as our Department Adjutant, as recommended

12 by the ad hoc committee.  

13 PDC WILSON:  Jean Wilson, PDC, I second.

14 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right.  Thank you,

15 Jean.  

16 All right, so we have a motion and a second.  

17 Discussion.

18 9TH DISTRICT CMDR HANNUM:  Yes.  Joyce Hannum,

19 9th District.  

20 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Yes.

21 9TH DISTRICT CMDR HANNUM:  Can we find out who

22 the other applicants were and why you thought he was

23 better than the other applicants?

24 COMMANDER STENNIS:  I was part of that

25 committee.  I can discuss that with you offline,
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 1 Joyce.  

 2 I don't want -- for one, I don't have all that

 3 information in front of me.  And two, I don't want

 4 to take up too much time on this.  

 5 We were thorough.  We did have two rounds of

 6 interviews.  And there was a total of five

 7 candidates, there was.  

 8 Any more discussion?  

 9 12TH DISTRICT CMDR BEATTY:  Brad Beatty, 12th

10 District Commander.  I think John Robinson is an

11 excellent choice.  

12 Thank you, Commander.  

13 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Any more discussion?  

14 FROM THE ASSEMBLY:  (No response).

15 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right, let me say this:

16 He will have a 30, 60, 90-day review.  

17 Jerry White has graciously, he has graciously

18 offered to mentor him through this process.  And my

19 plan is also to provide some sort of biweekly update

20 to the rest of the DEC on what is going on.  

21 When we have our DEC meeting in December,

22 folks, we will have a lot of stuff to vote on.

23 There are several changes that are going to happen

24 as we go through this process.  There's going to be

25 some things that the, there's going to be a
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 1 segregation of duties for some things so we don't go

 2 back to where we were.  

 3 Again, not to rehash the whole thing, but there

 4 are some things that, I think the best way of

 5 putting it, we need four eyes on instead of two, if

 6 everyone understands what I'm saying.  

 7 All right.  And that 30, 60, 90, will be

 8 forwarded to the DEC.  And part of that evaluation

 9 will be done by myself and Jerry White.

10 All right, is there any more discussion?  

11 FROM THE ASSEMBLY:  (No response).

12 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right, since there's no

13 more discussion, all in favor use the sign of aye.  

14 FROM THE ASSEMBLY:  Aye.  

15 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right, I'll say it one

16 more time.  All not in favor, not in favor?  

17 FROM THE FLOOR:  Aye.  

18 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Okay, the motion passes.  

19 All right, you can have John come back in.  

20 But while he comes back in, the committee

21 thought that we could, the runner-up candidate could

22 be the Assistant Adjutant.  We explained to him the

23 parameters of the salary and the duties.  But, after

24 much thought, it was thought to repost the position.  

25 One, one of two reasons, is because the ad hoc
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 1 committee was not charged to bring in an Assistant

 2 Adjutant.  We were not.  We were only charged to

 3 bring in an Adjutant.  

 4 And two, it was also thought that we need to

 5 remove the Assistant Adjutant title and redo the

 6 Membership Coordinator restriction of the Membership

 7 Coordinator position.  

 8 From my thought, we really don't want to bring,

 9 you really don't want to have two new people doing

10 something at the same time.  

11 So what we thought of is to repost that

12 position.  This will allow the Adjutant to have some

13 input in the person that is being hired.  So we will

14 be moving on from there.  

15 We have let that person know that we will be

16 posting that position again, and he, and I'll say or

17 she, can apply for that position.  

18 NEC MASOWICK:  Commander.  

19 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Yes.  

20 NEC MASOWICK:  JD is here, if you want to

21 introduce him.  

22 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right.  Thank you,

23 Steve.  

24 Ladies and gentlemen, I present to you our new

25 Department Adjutant, John D. Robinson.  
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 1 (Applause).

 2 FROM THE FLOOR:  Way to go, JD.

 3 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Thank you all.

 4 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Alrighty.  Okay, if we can,

 5 Commander's appointments.

 6 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Yes, sir.

 7 The first Commander's appointment will be Gary

 8 Petrochello to Sergeant-at-Arms.  

 9 The second one will be Doug Whitney, as Judge

10 Advocate.  

11 And the third one will be Gary Minadeo, as

12 Parliamentarian.  

13 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right, can I get a

14 motion to accept those three gentlemen as my

15 appointments?  

16 14TH DISTRICT 1VC MCCLAIN:  Sharon McClain,

17 District 14, makes a motion for your appointed

18 officers.

19 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right.  Can I get a

20 second?  

21 2VC WHATLEY:  Whatley, 2nd Vice Commander of

22 the Department, seconds.  

23 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Any discussion?  

24 FROM THE ASSEMBLY:  (No response).  

25 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right, seeing there's
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 1 none, all in favor of accepting the following

 2 appointments use the sign of aye.  

 3 FROM THE ASSEMBLY:  Aye.

 4 COMMANDER STENNIS:  I will say this:  In

 5 unison, we've got to work on that.  

 6 Alrighty.  My homecoming will be April 29th.

 7 It will be at LaMalfa, in Mentor.  And I will have

 8 more information on that.  

 9 We had to squeeze that in.  I know there may be

10 some conflicts with that.  

11 The second thing is is that we went to

12 Indianapolis.  I thank everybody who joined us up

13 there.  I think we learned a lot and we were able to

14 come away with some, definitely some new things that

15 we can bring back.  

16 All right, if there's no further business, I'd

17 like to ask for the benediction from -- 

18 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Commander.  

19 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Yes.  

20 ADJUTANT ROBINSON:  Just so everybody is aware,

21 12th District 1st Vice Suzette Heller has stepped

22 down, just so the DEC is aware of that.  

23 FROM THE FLOOR:  Can you repeat that?  

24 12TH DISTRICT CMDR BEATTY:  Suzette Heller of

25 the 12th District has resigned as 1st Vice Commander
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 1 from the 12th District.  We will notify the DEC when

 2 that's official.  

 3 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Thank you, Brad.  

 4 12TH DISTRICT CMDR BEATTY:  Thank you.  

 5 COMMANDER STENNIS:  All right, if there's no

 6 further business to come before this meeting, Al can

 7 give us the benediction. 

 8 ASST. CHAPLAIN BUXTON:  Yes, sir.

 9 Everybody uncover.  

10 Oh God, let us go forth in peace with good

11 courage, holding fast that which is good, rendering

12 to no man evil for evil.  But strengthen the

13 fainthearted, supporting the weak, helping the

14 afflicted, and honoring all men in loving and

15 serving Thee.  

16 God, please keep the Ray family in Your care on

17 the loss of our PDC Bob Ray.  

18 In Your holy name we pray, Amen. 

19 FROM THE ASSEMBLY:  Amen.

20 COMMANDER STENNIS:  I want to thank everybody

21 for giving me a few minutes of their time.  This

22 meeting is officially adjourned.  

23 Any questions, comments or feedback?  

24 FROM THE FLOOR:  No.

25 What about the colors?  The colors?
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 1 Salute the colors, Commander.  

 2 COMMANDER STENNIS:  Oh, sorry.  

 3 Salute the colors.  One, two.  

 4 . . . SALUTE TO COLORS BY ASSEMBLY . . . 

 5 Thank you.  Thank you all.  

 6 * * * * * 

 7 (PROCEEDINGS CONCLUDED) 

 8 * * * * * 
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