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Legion Baseball: A Century of Diamonds

It was a big vision from a Big Ten commissioner. On July 17, 1925, the collegiate athletic executive spoke to 
The American Legion Department of South Dakota convention.

“There is nothing in our national life which stresses certain qualities that are expressed in our athletics,” 
said John Griffith. “Intelligent courage, fighting instinct and cooperation are some things which I believe are 
visibly expressed in our athletic games… American Legion posts, as a matter of citizenship training, could 
easily carry on such athletic activities throughout the United States.”

Just seven years after World War I, the former Army major understood the need for physically fit patriots to 
answer their nation’s call if needed. After Griffith’s address to the convention, a resolution was passed and 
American Legion Baseball was born.

The program was a hit. By 1926, more than 52,000 players participated. Legends and war heroes such as 
Yogi Berra, Ted Williams and Bob Feller would comprise some of the 87 Hall of Famers who have played 
American Legion Baseball over its first century. By 1947, none other than Yankees-great Babe Ruth would 
serve as a national spokesman and consultant for the program. In 2010, the National Executive Committee 
selected Shelby, N.C., as the home of The American Legion Baseball World Series. Coverage of 
the games by ESPN soon followed. Over its first century, conservative estimates are that more than 10 mil-
lion young people have played American Legion Baseball.

During its meeting in May 2021, The American Legion National Executive Committee unanimous-
ly passed a resolution calling for Legionnaires to raise awareness about amyotrophic lateral sclerosis  
(ALS), a terminal disease that took the life of baseball great Lou Gehrig. The resolution encourages a 
moment of silence on June 2, which also marks the date that Gehrig died in 1941. Lou Gehrig’s disease is a 
condition that has disproportionately impacted veterans. Informing the public about the tragic consequence 
of ALS can lead to additional research, funding, therapies and a still undiscovered cure.
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Purpose and Scope of American Legion Baseball
1. To inculcate in youth a better understanding of the American way of life, and to provide the principals of one-hundred

percent Americanism.
2. To instill in the nation’s youth, a sincere desire to develop within themselves a feeling of citizenship, sportsmanship,

loyalty, and team spirit.
3. To aid in the improvement and development of the physical fitness of our country’s youth.
4. To build for the nation’s future through our youth.

The American Legion Baseball Code of Sportsmanship
I WILL:

9 Keep the rules.
Keep faith with my teammates.

9 Keep my temper.
9 Keep myself fit.
9 Keep a stout heart in defeat.
9 Keep my pride under in victory.
9 Keep a sound soul, a clean mind, and a healthy body.

2026 Important Dates
January 1 Registration Opens (see How to Register an American Legion Baseball Team)

February 16 Department Rules Meeting 

March 31 Deadline to establish player’s legal residence for school enrollment 

June 1 Deadline for Team Registration (see How to Register an American Legion Baseball Team)

June 5 Deadline to submit Transfer Forms 

June 25 Deadline to submit Team Packet 

June 30 Deadline for insurance refund from National 

July 17-20 Junior Ohio State Tournament; Beavers Field, Lancaster, Ohio

July 20 Deadline for determining Ohio Senior Region Champions

July 25-28 Senior Ohio State Tournament; Beavers Field, Lancaster, Ohio

August 6-10 Great Lakes National Region Tournament

August 1-3 Mason-Dixon Junior Region Tournament; Maryland 

August 14-19 American Legion Baseball World Series; Shelby, North Carolina

September 1 Official Close of the 2026 Season

Page 4 Ohio American Legion Baseball Rule Book



American Legion Baseball in Ohio
Ohio American Legion Baseball operates under the authority of the National Organization of The American Legion and 
abides by all rules procedures established in the American Legion Baseball Rule Book, published annually by The Amer-
ican Legion.

Failure to operate a Junior or Senior American Legion team in accordance with National rules, and with the procedures 
in this rule book may result in the following actions:

1.	 Offending team may be prohibited from participation.
2.	 Offending team may forfeit games.
3.	 Eligibility of players could be jeopardized.
4.	 A team may lose players due to rules infractions.

American Legion Baseball rules and procedures are designed to protect teams, players, sponsoring American Legion 
Posts, managers, coaches, and the Department of Ohio.

NOTE: Information in this rule book applies to both Junior and Senior baseball teams, unless where specifically noted.

Questions pertaining to this rule book may be directed to:

Questions regarding interpretations of rules or procedures must be directed to the District Chairman and/or Region 
Directors before being considered by the Department Athletic Committee.

Chris Emmons,  
Department Athletic Committee Chairman 
162 Marrett Farm Road  
Union, Ohio 45322  
P: (937) 681-2080  
E: emmons0341@gmail.com

Christie White,  
Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator 
60 Big Run Road  
Delaware, Ohio 43015  
P: (740) 362-7478 
E: programs@ohiolegion.com
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2024 American Legion Baseball National Rule Changes
The American Legion National Americanism Commission had approved the following rule changes for the 2024 Ameri-
can Legion Baseball season. Please refer to the rule within this rule book for official language. 

Rule 1. V. Uniform - Clarification added that no other baseball organization’s emblems or insignia may appear on the uniform. 

Rule 2. C. 4. Clarification - Allows for any player who signs a professional contract to be replaced on National Form #1 by an 
eligible player. 

Rule 6. D. Dual Participation - Clarification of dual participation regarding department and national postseason tournaments. 

Rule 6. E. 1. Dual Roster - Allows for players on an affiliated Junior team to dual roster on the Senior team without utilizing a 
roster spot on the Senior Team Form #1. 

Rule 6. E. 5. Team and Player Certification - Allows for any player who signs a professional contract to be replaced on National 
Form #1 by an eligible player.

Rule 9. D. National Tournament Player Eligibility Protest - Adds clarification for players who miss any part of a department 
post-season tournament due to a non-baseball-related matter. 

Rule 9. E. ALB Risk Management - Per National Executive Committee Resolution No. 17, October 2023, all adult participants, 
coaches, managers, volunteers, and players 18 years of age and older are required by Public Law 115-126 to have adult abuse 
awareness training and background checks to be eligible to participate in national tournaments hosted by The American Legion. 
Definitions - Adds new definition for affiliated team.

Electronic versions of the American Legion Baseball Rule Books are available by visiting https://www.legion.org/get-in-
volved/youth-programs/baseball/american-legion-baseball-resources. The Official Rules of Major League Baseball are 
available by visiting Emblem Sales at www.emblem.legion.org.

2025 American Legion Baseball National Rule Changes
Tournament Rules and Policies:

Extra Innings: If the score is tied after nine (9) complete innings, each half-inning following the ninth inning will begin with a runner 
on second base. The runner placed on second base at the start of each half-inning shell be the player in the batting order immedi-
ately preceding that half-inning’s leadoff hitter. By way of example, if the number five hitter in the batting order is due to lead off the 
tenth inning, the number four player in the batting order shall begin the inning on second base.
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Department of Ohio Organization and Jurisdiction
1.	 Ohio American Legion Baseball is divided into 14 geographic districts, whose boundaries are the same as the district 

boundaries of The American Legion Department of Ohio.

2.	 Ohio American Legion Baseball is supervised by a Department Athletic Committee. One (1) member appointed by 
the Department Commander serves as the Department Athletic Committee Chairman. Four (4) Region  Directors 
and a Junior Tournament Director are appointed by the Department Chairman and approved by the Athletic Com-
mittee.

3.	 The Committee will consist of the Department Program Coordinator, Department ALB Chairman (appointed by De-
partment Commander), Asst. Department ALB Chairman (appointed by the ALB Chairman and approved by the 
DEC), Junior Baseball Directors (appointed by ALB Chairman and approved by the DEC), 4 Region Directors (ap-
pointed by ALB chairman and approved by the DEC). Sub-Committee-State Tournament Site Liaison (appointed by 
Athletic Committee), and District Chairmen (appointed by District Commanders).

4.	 The Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee may prescribe department rules and procedures that are more re-
strictive than the National American Legion Baseball Rules.

5.	 For State Tournament purposes, four (4) geographic baseball regions are established within the Department of Ohio, 
with members of the Department Athletic Committee serving as Region Directors.

6.	 The Region Directors have responsibility to coordinate paperwork and resolve local issues that may arise, before 
referral to the full Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee.

7.	 The Region Director, acting through the district chairman, may call meetings of team managers and coaches to clar-
ify playing rules, eligibility, base schools, etc.

8.	 District chairmen in each region will notify the region director of the time and place of any district meetings.

A map of the districts and regions for Ohio American Legion Baseball and the contact information of the Department of 
Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee are included in this rule book.

To equalize the number of teams in each region, the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee may move 
certain teams into different regions.

NOTE: By action of the American Legion National Americanism Commission, the Department of Ohio American Legion 
Athletic Committee has the power to disqualify or suspend anyone violating Department of Ohio or National American 
Legion Baseball rules and/or regulations.
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Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee

Department Chairman

Chris Emmons 
P: (937) 681-2080  

E: emmons0341@gmail.com

Department Coordinator

Christie White 
P: (740) 815-0341 

E: programs@ohiolegion.com

Department Asst. Chairman

Marv Shamhart
P: (740) 343-3012

E: shamy2020@outlook.com

Region 1
District 1 & District 5

Bryce Agner  
P: (419) 969-4231 

E: b-agner@outlook.com

Region 2
District 2, District 3, District 6 & District 12

Mel Cantrell 
P: (937) 303-2424  

E: 6thdistrictohio@gmail.com 

Junior Tournament Director

Phil Lightfoot 
P: (740) 603-3758 

E: ncaablu@yahoo.com

Region 3
District 4, District 7, & District 8

Bret Mavis 
P: (740) 703-9721 

E: bretmavis.bm@gmail.com

Region 4
District 9, District 10, District 11, District 13 & District 14

Regis Kern  
P: (740) 350-0897  

E: regiswkern@gmail.com

Asst. Chair - Jeff Vrabel Jr.  
P: (330) 531-2986

E: jeffvrabeljr@gmail.com
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District Organization and Jurisdiction 
1.	 For regular season play, Ohio American Legion Baseball is divided into 14 geographic districts, whose boundaries 

are the same as the district boundaries of The American Legion Department of Ohio.

2.	 Junior and Senior regular season play in a district is under the supervision of a Region Baseball Director, appointed 
annually by the Department Chairman.

3.	 Each district must have a District Athletic Committee, appointed annually by the district commander, comprised of 
the district commander, district baseball chairman, and at least one other Legionnaire appointed by the district com-
mander.

a.	 The District Americanism Chairman may serve as an Ex-Official member of the committee.
b.	 Sons of The American Legion members are permitted to be appointed as a district baseball chairman.

4.	 District baseball chairmen are prohibited from coaching or managing any Junior or Senior Department of Ohio Amer-
ican Legion Baseball team, unless approved by the Department Athletic Chairman.

5.	 All district chairmen, working in conjunction with their region director are charged with setting a schedule of play 
which will determine a Junior and Senior Region Tournament Champion. The champion must be determined by the 
date approved by the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee, as shown in the table of 2026 Im-
portant Dates.

6.	 Region tournaments will be played under the guidance of National and State tournament rules.

7.	 The region director may, through the district chairmen, call a meeting with the district chairman and district team 
managers and coaches to clarify rules, eligibility, base schools, etc.

8.	 The district chairman will notify the region director of the time and place of any district baseball meeting.

9.	 Senior Region Tournament play is under the supervision of the region director working in conjunction with the district 
chairmen.

https://www.legion.org/advocacy/be-the-one
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Department of Ohio American Legion District Baseball Chairmen 

District 1  
Region 1 
reference Region 1 Director

District 7  
Region 3 
reference Region 3 Director

District 2  
Region 2 
Bill Lonsbury 
13181 East Miami-Shelby Road
Piqua, Ohio 45356  
P: (937) 654-1430  
E: lonsbury49@sbcglobal.net

District 8  
Region 3 
reference Region 3 Director

District 3  
Region 2 
Gaylen Blosser
769 Honeysuckle Dr.
Greenville, Ohio 45331 
P: (937) 459-9547 
E: gblosser@mycountrylink.com

District 9  
Region 4 
reference Region 4 Director

District 10  
Region 4 
reference Region 4 Director

District 4  
Region 3 
reference Region 3 Director

District 11  
Region 4 
Doug Wainwright  
103 Rose Lane Drive  
Beverly, Ohio 45715  
P: (740) 984-4136  
E: dougwainwright389@gmail.com

District 5  
Region 1 
Mike Nye  
155 US Highway 23
Fostoria, Ohio 44830  
P: (419) 435-4230  
E: mknye_1992@yahoo.com 

District 12  
Region 2 
reference Region 2 Director

District 6  
Region 2 
William Little 
6158 Licking Valley Rd.
Frazeyburg, Ohio 43822     
P: (740) 475-4352 
E: william.c.little@outlook.com 

District 13  
Region 4 
reference Region 4 Director

District 14  
Region 4 
reference Region 4 Director
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District and Region Map  

Region 1 
District 1 & 5
Bryce Agner

Region 3 
District 4, 7 & 8 
Bret Mavis

Region 2 
District 2, 3, 6, &12
Mel Cantrell

Region 4 
District 9, 10, 11, 13, & 14
Regis Kern / Jeff Vrabel Jr.
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Guidelines for District Athletic Chairmen
1.	 Each Junior and Senior team playing in a district shall provide to the district chairman a “Team Packet,” which will 

include a printout of the team’s roster, copies of each player’s proof of age documentation, copies of Form #2 for 
each player, a color team photo, and copies of their K & K team insurance.

2.	 As proof of age, Ohio American Legion Baseball will only accept a state-issued driver license or a state-issued iden-
tification card for a senior team member. Junior team members may use a birth certificate as proof of age, only when 
a player does not have a state-issued driver license or state-issued identification card.

a.	 A meeting of all managers within a district should be held by the district chairman to review department and 
district rules, proof of age documents, challenges on player eligibility, or school enrollment. Scheduling should 
be completed at this time. The mercy-rule and pitching rules should be reviewed at this meeting.

The district baseball chairman is responsible to see that each team completes the following:

1.	 Registration on the national website and payment of fees via credit card or debit card.

2.	 All players’ names must be entered on the online team roster must be listed exactly how the name appears on the 
player’s proof of age documents.

3.	 The proof of age documentation includes a state-authorized document, United States government-authorized doc-
ument, or other authorized document acceptable for American Legion Baseball. Birth certificates must be properly 
certified copy, i.e., bearing the seal of the proper certifying official. Photocopied and/or notarized copies will not be 
accepted.

4.	 School enrollments, as of March 31, are to be verified through https://high-schools.com/.

5.	 A printout of the online team roster must be in the possession of the district chairman no later than June 25.

6.	 The district chairman will notify the region director upon receipt of copies of insurance certificates, copies of Form #2, 
and copies of proof of age documents from each team in the district. The district chairman will also inform the region 
director that each team’s roster has been checked and that the roster has been submitted on later than June 25.

7.	 The region director will inform department headquarters and the department athletic chairman that each team’s ros-
ter has been submitted and recommend any corrections no later than July 5.

8.	 Changes in school combinations must be approved, in writing, by the district chairman and forwarded to the region 
director no later than June 25, and to the department chairman and department athletic coordinator no later than 
July 5.

9.	 Copies of region tournament pairings and the schedule of play should be provided to the region director, the depart-
ment athletic chairman, and the department athletic coordinator prior to the start of the super-regional tournaments.

10.	Protests on rules decisions must be ruled on by the district athletic committee. Any decision, suspension, etc. must 
be filed with the region director, the department athletic chairman, and the department athletic coordinator within 
24-hours after the district athletic committee takes its action.

General Information and Rules
1.	 Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball is played under current official Major League Baseball Rules, rules 

set forth by the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee, and rules set by American Legion National 
Headquarters.

a.	 Please note that the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee may prescribe department rules 
that are more restrictive than National American Legion Baseball Rules.
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2.	 Team managers and coaches are not required to be members of The American Legion.
a.	 The ultimate responsibility for the operation of any American Legion Baseball team rests with the sponsoring 

American Legion post, through the post commander.

3.	 For recruiting rules, the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball is governed by Plan B, National Rule 4.

4.	 Teams not submitting the Online Team Roster on the National American Legion Baseball website are ineligible to 
participate in department competition.

5.	 The parent or guardian of every player must complete National Form #2 (Rule 6-C), Parent’s Consent and Release.

6.	 Bat boys and/or bat girls must have the bottom portion of the Player Agreement completed by a parent or guardian.

To download American Legion Baseball Rule Books, please visit https://baseball.legion.org/.

Conduct
	9 All parties traveling with American Legion Baseball teams are expected to always conduct themselves in a sports-

manlike manner.

	9 Any party causing unnecessary disturbances and not abiding by the rules will be asked to leave the site where the 
game is being played.

	» Those refusing to leave may cause a forfeit for the that the unruly person or persons are affiliated with.
	» Should a team manager or coach withdraw their team from the field due to the unruly person or persons, the 

manager or coach must contact the department chairman and department baseball coordinator within twen-
ty-four hours of the game.

	» Within twenty-four hours of any incident, the home team management is responsible for submitting, in writing, 
the details of any violations of conduct rules, and to acquire a statement from the umpires assigned to the 
game.

	9 Artificial noisemakers are prohibited at all American Legion Baseball games.
	» A first warning will be issued to the person or persons violating this rule.
	» A second warning will be cause for removal of the person or persons from the game, and from all spectator 

areas.
*	 It is desired that violators completely leave the playing site and/or facility.

Guidelines for Team Managers, Coaches, and Post Officers
1.	 American Legion Baseball is designed to be played by young people in a community where an American Legion 

post is located.
a.	 Players from outside the community may be recruited within the prescribed rules.

2.	 All team managers, coaches, Legionnaires, and parents or guardians should set examples of positive leadership for 
the young people playing on the team.

3.	 It is the team manager’s responsibility:
a.	 For recruiting and certifying all players, and for filing all forms and proof of age documents with the district 

chairman by the established deadline.
b.	 To ensure that background check applications are submitted online for themselves, all coaches, and other 

team volunteers who will have direct contact with players.
c.	 To purchase insurance, and to pay fees online, to The American Legion National Headquarters by the estab-

lished deadline.
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4.	 Changes in school combinations by a team must be approved by the district chairman and the region directors by 
the established deadline.

5.	 All player’s names must be entered on the online team roster exactly as the name appears on the players proof of 
age documents.

a.	 For example, George Herman Ruth Jr. could not be listed as Babe Ruth.

6.	 The player’s signature on the Player Release Agreement Form #2 shall be signed with full first, middle, and last 
name as it appears on the players proof of age documents.

7.	 If a birth certificate is used as the proof of age document, the birth certificate must be the original, or a properly cer-
tified copy, bearing the seal and signature of the proper certifying official.

a.	 Photocopied or notarized copies are not acceptable.

8.	 School enrollment, as of March 31, must be verified through https://high-schools.com/.

9.	 The bottom portion of Form #2 must be properly filled out by the parent or guardian of any bat boy and/or bat girl.

10.	AII signatures must be in ink, preferably blue, and notarized.

11.	Familiarize yourself with Department of Ohio American Legion rules.
a.	 Ignorance of the rules is no excuse and will only create problems for everyone involved.

January 1 is the universal cut-off date observed by the U.S. Olympic Committee. The American Legion will observe a 
January 1 cut-off date. If a player was born in 2006, that player is not eligible for Senior American Legion Baseball. A 
player born in 2007 or 2008 is not eligible for Junior American Legion Baseball. Players born in 2014 or later are not 

eligible to play American Legion Baseball.

National American Legion Baseball Rules
Player Recruitment Plan B

The Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball recruiting plan allows for selection of players who attend nearby high 
schools. Please note that National Recruiting Rule 4 - Player Recruiting was changed in 2020. As a result of the change, 
combined total enrollment of high schools cannot be 7,500 for grades 1-, 11, and 12.

Transfer Rules - Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball
American Legion Baseball rules state that a player must play for the team nearest to where they live. The program pro-
hibits the creation of all-star teams, “super” teams, or the one-shot recruiting of exceptional players for the short term. 
Please note that players who graduate in 2026 must play for the last American Legion Baseball team they played for, or 
the team nearest their parents’ domicile. 

However, American Legion Baseball recognizes that situations arise which merit consideration, on a case-by-case ba-
sis. American Legion Baseball tries to be fair in its review of such cases. 

To address many special situations, Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball has designed transfer rules. Based 
on special circumstances, transfer rules allow for the approval of an American Legion Baseball player to play for a dif-
ferent team than the one, which is established by the rules, should be played for. 

A transfer request by a player should be based on legitimate, logical circumstance, within the framework of established 
American Legion Baseball rules. Examples of special circumstances or situations are detailed in this section.
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Only Senior players will be permitted to change teams via the transfer process. Approved transfers are for the current 
season only, as detailed in National Rule 4-D - Player Eligibility.

All other rules of eligibility will apply in any transfer request approval.

The state borders of Ohio are open for Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Players residing in Ohio or West 
Virginia can play in the other State on a case by case basis, approved by each states Department Chairman.

Permission to transfer from Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball to a team in another state must be approved 
by the American Legion Athletic Commissioner from both states.

There are special circumstances that may be considered for permission to transfer from one American Legion Baseball 
team to another. Examples of those circumstances include, but are not limited to:

1.	 A new American Legion Baseball team is formed that is closer to the player’s residence than the American 
Legion Baseball team that the player currently plays for.

2.	 A new American Legion Baseball team is formed that draws players from the requesting player’s school, and 
they want to play with their fellow classmates.

3.	 There is no American Legion Baseball team in the player’s hometown, or recruited from their high school, but 
there is an American Legion Baseball team in a neighboring community.

4.	 The American Legion Baseball team for which the player last played has disbanded, but another team exists 
in the area.

5.	 The player lives in one Ohio community during the school year, but in another during the season and wishes to 
play where the player lives in the summer. This could be the case in divorces where the player lives with one 
parent during the school year, and, by court decree, lives with the other parent during the summer.

6.	 The player’s parents or guardians have moved within the state.

lnitiatint a Transfer Request. Any request for permission to transfer one American Legion Baseball team to another must 
be made by the player. Managers or coaches of American Legion Baseball teams are prohibited from initiating a transfer 
request.

The player must make written application for transfer approval on the official National Player Transfer Form #76, which 
can be downloaded from the National American Legion Baseball website or the Department of Ohio American Legion 
Baseball website.

All transfer applications must be submitted to the district athletic chairman no later than June 5. Any decision by the dis-
trict athletic chairman or a representative of the department athletic committee is final, however there is a right of appeal 
process. Questionable situations should be directed to the district athletic chairman.

Manager Approval. Any transfer request made by the player must be approved by both the manager of the team losing 
the player, and the manager of the team gaining the player. The approval of both teams must be made in writing on the 
official National Player Transfer Form #76.

New players in junior high school, and high school players in 9th grade shall play for the base school team of their par-
ents or guardians legal residence. Transfer rules do not apply to Junior players.
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Transfer Rule 1. Players who attend a school outside the geographical boundary determined by the parents or guardians 
legal residence may ply for the American Legion Baseball team drawing from that school, or from an American Legin 
Baseball team that is the nearest team to where the player lives.

A player must decide on which team to play for and file the decision, in writing, with the district baseball chairman by 
June 5.

Transfer Rule 2. Players who cannot complete their American Legion Baseball eligibility due to the post they last played 
for no longer sponsoring an American Legion Baseball team, may play for the next nearest team to their parents or 
guardians legal residence. Players must declare the circumstances of the situation, in writing, to the district baseball 
chairman, including a request to play for the next nearest American Legion Baseball team.

Transfer Rule 3. Players who cannot play for the American Legion Baseball team they played for during the previous 
season due to a permanent change of their parents or guardians residence shall play for the team nearest to the new 
legal residence. A notarized statement from the parents or guardians stating the permanent move and listing the previ-
ous address, must be given to the district baseball chairman responsible for the American Legion Baseball team where 
the player now resides.

Transfer Rule 4. If a player’s parents are divorced or separated, and by court order the player lives with each parent 
for a determined part of a year, the player may play for an American Legion Baseball team near either of the parents’ 
residences. The player must state, in writing to the district baseball chairman, the decision on which American Legion 
Baseball team the player will play, no later than June 5.

Next Nearest Team. American Legion Baseball rules stipulate that an American Legion Baseball player must play for the 
team nearest to where they live. If a player tries out for the nearest American Legion Baseball team but does not make 
that team, the player must obtain a written statement from the manager of that team, stating by the established rules, the 
player cannot be used by that team, at which point, the player may apply to play for the next nearest American Legion 
Baseball team to their residence.

If the player makes a personal decision that they do not want to play for the nearest team to their residence, for whatever 
reason, which is their privilege, the player can elect to play for the next nearest team to their residence. However, the 
player must obtain a written statement from every team bypassed that they cannot use that player.

The nearest team, or the next nearest team, shall be the based on the shortest driving distance, as calculated by 
Google Maps. Please note that players who graduate in 2026 shall play for the last American Legion Baseball team the 
player played for, or for the team nearest their parents domicile.

Any request to bypass an American Legion Baseball team must be done using the official National Player Transfer Form 
#76.

If a player asks for a release from a post, and the post does not wish to release the player, every opportunity must be 
given to ensure that the player can actively participate with the team.

If a player tries out for a team but the online team roster is already filled, the player will be granted an automatic waiver 
to go to another American Legion Baseball team. Only players who take part in a team tryout will be afforded th is op-
portunity.

Page 16 Ohio American Legion Baseball Rule Book



Please note that just as a player has the right to ask for a transfer, the manager of an American Legion Baseball team 
has the right and is not required to release the player. The manager’s decision must be based on established recruiting 
rules of American Legion Baseball and can be appealed through the Right of Appeals process.

If an American Legion Baseball team will not release a player, that team must give the player every opportunity to ac-
tively participate with the team.

Failure of a player to follow the transfer process, as outlined, could result in disqualification from American Legion Base-
ball competition.

Failure by a team manager, business manager, or post to follow the established transfer process as outlined may result 
in having the team suspended or disqualified from further American Legion Baseball competition in the Department of 
Ohio American Legion Baseball program.

Please note that a player thinking that they will receive more exposure to college or professional baseball scouts or more 
playing on one team over another is not a valid reason to approve a transfer request. American Legion Baseball is not 
to be exploited by a player or manager at the cost of the program. If a player is as good as thought to be, the scouts will 
find them, regardless of which American Legion Baseball team the player plays for.

Regular Season Protests
1.	 All protests of a games played during the regular season shall be decided by the district athletic committee.

a.	 The district athletic committee has the power to disqualify or suspend any individual or team for violating Dis-
trict, Region, State, or National rules or regulations.

2.	 In accordance with the Official Rules of Major League Baseball, all protests must be brought to the umpirein-chief 
before the next legal pitch.

a.	 In addition, such protest must be made, in writing, and shall include, if applicable, a written report from the 
umpires. All protests must include the specific rule alleged to have been violated.

i.	 This written report must be given to a Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee official 
overseeing the program, regardless of the level of play.

3.	 After a decision has been made by the district athletic committee, an appeal may be forwarded to the region athletic 
director for consideration.

a.	 The decision of the region athletic director may appealed to the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic 
Committee through the established appeal process.

4.	 Any protest certified by the district athletic committee and forwarded to the region director and the Department of 
Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee shall be the responsibility of the protesting party, who will assume the 
administrative costs of conducting investigations, polling committee members, etc.

a.	 These administrative costs shall be paid within ten (10) days following the decision is rendered, or within 
twenty-four (24) hours prior to the state tournament, whichever shall come first.

i.	 Failure to pay administrative costs will result in the automatic suspension of the American Legion Base-
ball team from further American Legion Baseball participation, until such costs are paid in full.

5.	 No protest will be heard based on a judgement call made by an umpire.

6.	 All protests of player eligibility must be specific, with documented proof
a.	 Player eligibility protests shall be forwarded to the district athletic chairman immediately upon discovery of a 

violation of eligibility rules, and prior to the start of any tournament.
b.	 If a player is found to be ineligible, said player shall be immediately disqualified, and all games in which the 

player played shall be forfeited.
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When considering filing a protest, ask yourself the question, “Would this protest have been filed if my team had won?

Appeals Process
The Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee has established an appeal process to assist players, 
managers, coaches, and sponsoring American Legion posts with resolving problems. The right of appeal applies to any 
player, manager, coach, or officers of the sponsoring American Legion post. No level of the appeals process can be 
bypassed in the seeking of a decision.

Level 1 - Team manager. Present the problem to the manager of the American Legion Baseball team.

Level 2 - Post Commander of the sponsoring American Legion post. An American Legion post has the ultimate 
responsibility for the jurisdiction and supervision of the American Legion Baseball team playing under the name of 
the sponsoring post. Present the problem to the post commander, who has the authority to sustain or override any 
decision made by the team manager.

Level 3 - District Athletic Chairman. The district athletic chairman supervises all American Legion Baseball teams 
within the district and is given authority by the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee and The 
American Legion Department of Ohio to make rule interpretations and impose penalties for infractions.

Level 4 - Region Director. The region director is a member of the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic 
Committee and has the authority to make rules interpretations and impose penalties for infractions.

Level 5 - Department Athletic Committee. The Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee is the gov-
erning body for American Legion Baseball in Ohio and is empowered by American Legion National headquarters 
to interpret the rules within the Department of Ohio.

Level 6 - Department Executive Committee. The American Legion Department of Ohio Executive Committee is the 
governing body of all American Legion programs in Ohio and is empowered by the National Constitution of The 
American Legion.

Level 7 - National Baseball Appeals Board. The American Legion Baseball National Appeals Board, and agency of 
The American Legion National headquarters, is the official and final governing body for the interpretation of Amer-
ican Legion Baseball rules. The decision of the National Appeals Board is final and may be enforced by a court of 
law.

The consensus of a majority of the American Legion Baseball National Appeals Board shall constitute the board’s ruling. 

The board will not act on any appeal which has not followed the established appeal process of the Department of Ohio. 

An appeal will be considered received by the board if made by email. Any appeal filed after twenty-four (24) hours will 
not be considered. An appeal to the American Legion Baseball National Appeals Board shall be directed to:

The American Legion National Appeals Board  
PO Box 1055  

700 North Pennsylvania Street  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204  

P: (317) 630-1213  
E: baseball@legion.org 
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Email protests will not be accepted unless forwarded by the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic  Committee 
chairman, or the department athletic coordinator.

The appeals process is in place to resolve your problem. The appeal process must be followed in seeking the redress 
of any grievance involving American Legion Baseball rules. Only appeals pertaining to rules interpretations will be heard 
through the appeals process.

Any appeal involving a judgement decision by an umpire will not be heard.

No appeal shall be considered by the American Legion Baseball National Appeals Board until all established appeal pro-
cedures within the Department of Ohio have been exhausted, as certified in writing by the Department of Ohio American 
Legion Athletic Committee chairman or the department athletic coordinator.

Transfer Form #76 and Declaration Form #77

This form is to be used by players who may have an option to: 
 1. Play for the American Legion Baseball team nearest parent’s or court-ordered guardian’s legal domicile OR 
 2. Play for the team nearest the school the player attends.
Authorization for this choice is outlined under Rule 4.C of American Legion Baseball Rules. See American Legion Rule Book for further 
clarification.

I declare I am eligible under the National American Legion Baseball Rule 4.C to play for:

My parents and I understand that this declaration shall be valid from January 1 to December 31 of the current season only.

American Legion Baseball
Team Declaration Form #77

Please PRINT or TYPE

Revised 02/2013This form is available online at www.legion.org/baseball

Player’s name (print or type)

Parent’s address (print or type) Phone number

Name of American Legion team and sponsoring American Legion post number

Team’s base school and enrollment Player’s high school and enrollment

Player’s signature (print and sign)

Parent’s signature (print and sign)

Team manager‘s signature and printed name (print and sign)

Signature of Department Baseball chairman

•	 The	department	chairman	must	approve	this	form	prior	to	online	registration	placing	the	player	on	the	national	form.	

•	 To	determine	the	next	team,	The	American	Legion	shall	use	MapQuest	(www.mapquest.com).	The	shortest	driving	distance	
between	the	parent's	domicile	and/or	the	player’s	base	school(s)	shall	determine	the	closest	team.

Team manager shall retain a copy for his files.  
Second copy shall be filed with Form #1 and filed with the department office.

Date

SubmiT Form SAve AND ComPLeTe LATeR
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Junior and Senior Tournament Rules
exceptions to these combined rules will be noted

Ohio Legion Baseball plays by National Tournament Rules

1.	 Ohio American Legion Baseball tournaments are under the supervision of the Department of Ohio American Legion 
Athletic Committee and will be played at the time and place established by the committee.

a.	 All tournament games are played under the 2026 Official Rules of Major League Baseball, The American Le-
gion Baseball rules, and as noted below.

2.	 The Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee may prescribe such rules and regulations for tourna-
ment play as deemed necessary.

3.	 No manager, coach, or player may report after the designated check-in time without prior approval from the depart-
ment athletic committee chairman.

4.	 A manager, coach, or player may only leave the tournament site with the approval of the department athletic com-
mittee chairman.

a.	 Approval will be at the sole discretion of the chairman to grant permission for the manager, coach, or player 
to return to the tournament.

b.	 The American Legion Department of Ohio has taken this position in the interest of fairness, liability, and safety 
of all tournament teams, managers, and coaches.

c.	 Any player in a Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball tournament who departs the tournament to 
participate in football, or any other sports practice, shall not be permitted to return to and participate in the 
tournament.

d.	 Requests to depart the tournament for other reasons, i.e., medical, personal, etc., will be reviewed by the 
Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee on a case-by-case basis.

5.	 All tournament games will be seven (7) innings, unless the game is tied, and extra innings are required.
a.	 All suspended games will be resumed from the point of suspension.

6.	 No team will be required to play more than two (2) scheduled games in one calendar day.
a.	 The playing day begins at 8:00 a.m.
b.	 No tournament game will begin after 11:00 p.m. local time.

7.	 All teams will arrive at the tournament site as the scheduled check-in time arranged by the Department of Ohio Amer-
ican Legion Athletic Committee Chairman.

a.	 Region an State Tournament play, late arrivals will be at the discretion of the Region and/or State Director.

8.	 Umpires for all tournament games will be under the supervision of the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic 
Committee and the department athletic coordinator.

9.	 Pitchers shall be restricted to five (5) warm-up pitches between innings.
a.	 A player coming to the mound as a pitcher from a defensive position shall have ample time to warm up.

i.	 This rule is to be interpreted liberally by the umpires.

10.	If a pitcher throws 45 or fewer pitches in a game, that pitcher may return to pitch in a second game on the same day 
and may throw a combined total of 105 pitches in that day.

a.	 Should a pitcher throw more than 45 pitches in the first game of the day, that pitcher is ineligible to pitch in the 
second game of the day. (Rule 1.R.3).

b.	 Pitching eligibility and appearance rules do not apply to postponed or suspended games.

Page 20 Ohio American Legion Baseball Rule Book



11.	The Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee shall appoint an official scorer for each  game, as well 
as a chief scorekeeper.

a.	 Upon completion of each game, all records, including pitch count documentation, will be delivered to the chief 
scorekeeper.

12.	At least thirty (30) minutes prior to each tournament game there will be a coin toss to determine home and visiting 
teams.

13.	During tournaments, the sponsoring post of each team will be held financially responsible for any damage incurred 
by members of their team while on tournament premises.

a.	 Tournament premises include baseball facilities, hotels, restaurants, and other places the team may travel to.

14.	No player may make more than two (2) appearances as a pitcher during any consecutive three (3)  day period.
a.	 Legion Baseball has adopted regulations limiting pitchers based on the number of pitches thrown, replacing 

the previous  rule which was focused on innings pitched. In the Legion senior program (ages 19 and under), 
pitchers will not be able to exceed 105 pitches in any single day. If a pitcher pitches in a game, he cannot pitch 
in another game the same day.

i.	 Should pitchers hit the limit in the middle of an at-bat, they may finish pitching to that batter before being  
removed from the position.

ii.	 Pitchers will not be able to make more than two appearances in any three-day span.
iii.	 Pitchers will have required rest based on the number of pitches thrown in a given day.
iv.	 National Rules for Double Headers: If a team has multiple games on the same day, a pitcher who pitch-

es more than 45 pitches in Game 1 may not pitch in a subsequent game that day and will be required 
to follow the rest protocol listed. 1-30 pitches - zero days of rest 31-45 pitches - one day of rest 46-60 
pitches - two days of rest 61-80- three days of rest 81 or more pitches - four days of rest - Failure to 
adhere to the pitching rule will lead to the ejection of both the pitcher and the team manager if a protest 
is filed to the umpire-in-chief.

The Beaver’s Field liaison for state tournaments is:

Tyler Sisson
830 Harding Avenue

Lancaster, Ohio 43130
P: (740) 438-2450

https://www.beaversfield.com/

Exceptions to Combined Rules
Junior and Senior Baseball State Tournament

1.	 The Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Junior and Senior State Tournament will be an six team, double 
elimination tournament.

a.	 The winners of the four region tournaments will automatically qualify for the state tournament. The runner-up 
from each region tournament will advance to the Junior or Senior State Tournament and play one of the other 
Region Runner-Ups in a single elimination game. The two winners of each game will complete the six team 
bracket for the Tournament

2.	 Should a region tournament champion advise the region director that the team will not have at least twelve (12) 
players available for either the state or the national region tournament, the region runner-up will advance to the 
state tournament, provided the team will have at least twelve (12) players available for the state and national region 
tournament.
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3.	 There is no re-entry rule.

4.	 All teams playing in the state tournament must have a minimum of twelve (12) players in uniform and available at 
the start of each game on tournament play. If you have less than twelve (12) players, the Department Chairman will 
need to approve fewer players.

a.	 Affiliated and rostered junior players may play (Rule 6.D).

5.	 Only players who are listed on the official team roster, the manager, and coaches will be permitted in the dugout or 
on the field.

a.	 All others must remain away from the dugout, and should not communicate with players, managers, or coach-
es, unless communication is needed due to an injury.

6.	 A blind draw is held at the Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee meeting.
a.	 The home team and visiting team will be determined for Game 1 - Game 9 by a coin flip.
b.	 Managers and coaches are required to attend this meeting.
c.	 The home team will occupy the third base dugout. The winner’s bracket team will have the choice of home or 

visitor for the state championship game.
i.	 Should the elimination bracket team win this game, there will be a second game to determine a state 

champion.
ii.	 In this case, there will be a coin toss as previously outlined.

7.	 Following completion of the state tournament, the department athletic coordinator shall advise the state champion 
on all actions that need to be taken to certify that team to participate in the national region tournament.

a.	 In the event that the state champion cannot advance to the national region tournament, the state tournament 
runner-up will advance to the national region tournament and shall be declared the state champion and will 
represent The American Legion Department of Ohio.

i.	 The team advancing to the national region tournament must have at least twelve (12) players available 
for each game of the tournament.

New National and Department Rules
1.S.One-Way Communication. A coach may use a one-way electronic communication device to communicate with 
the catcher for the purpose of calling pitches. Coaches may not use electronic communication device(s) to communi-
cate with any other team member while on defense or any team member while on offense. When using the electronic 
communication device, the coach cannot be outside the dugout/bench area. A tablet computer used for scorekeeping 
purposes only is permissible.

6.D.Dual Participation. “POINT OF EMPHASIS” The American Legion believes team loyalty is a key ingredient for any 
team sport. Dual participation shall no way interfere with a player’s responsibility to his American Legion Baseball team. 
Once state tournament play has completely concluded and should there be open dates prior to team travel (August 3) 
to national regional tournaments, a player(s) may be granted permission to dual participate from the American Legion 
Baseball Committee chairman. Any player participating in another sanctioned baseball game/tournament during the 
American Legion post-season tournament dates shall be ineligible from further post-season tournament play. CLARI-
FICATION – Players attending military assignment, MLB-sanctioned invitation only event, player combine/evaluation of 
extended drills and/or game-like scenarios events, or college of enrollment orientation workouts may be granted an ex-
ception on a case-by-case basis with proper documentation. Prior written approval from the American Legion Baseball 
Committee chairman is required.
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9.L.Minimum Active Players. Teams competing in American Legion Baseball senior national tournaments (in-
cluding state tournaments) must have nine players available for participation at a national tournament at all 
times. Senior teams that have fewer player available from their approved roster strength are permitted to bring 
up players registered on their affiliated Junior American Legion Baseball team roster to the senior team to ap-
proved roster strength not to exceed a total of 18 players. CLARIFICATION – If the Senior team’s approved roster 
strength is 16 players, the team is allowed to only transfer enough Junior players to a roster strength of 16 players. 
Any players transferred from junior team to senior team must be approved and certified by the department baseball 
chairman. The junior roster must be registered with the national office by June 30. Any senior team that does not have 
nine players will forfeit its right to participate, and the National Americanism Division – in consultation with the depart-
ment baseball chairman – shall determine a suitable replacement team.

9.M.Between Inning Time Limit. Between innings, teams have 120 seconds (or 150 seconds for a relief pitcher) to be 
ready for the first pitch (pitcher holding the ball and touching the pitcher’s plate and a batter standing in the batter’s box 
ready to hit). The 120 second clock (or 150 second clock for a relief pitcher) shall start when all defensive players have 
started to leave their positions after the last out has been made and stops when the umpire calls “Play” for the first pitch 
of the first batter of the next half-inning. 3rd base umpire will use a stop- watch if a clock is not available. If there are 
unusual circumstances that prevent either team from getting on or off the field, other common -sense delays such as 
ceremonies or field maintenance not the fault of the teams, or an injury, the time clock is delayed until players have had 
an opportunity to begin to move to their positions. If the offensive team is not ready within the 120 second or 150 second 
clock, the umpire shall call a strike. If the defense is not ready, a ball shall be awarded to the first batter.

Tournament Protests
1.	 All protests of a tournament game shall be decided by the district athletic committee, the region director or the De-

partment of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee chairman.
a.	 These entities have the power to disqualify or suspend any individual or team for violating District, Region, 

State, or National rules or regulations.

2.	 In accordance with the Official Rules of Major League Baseball, all protests must be brought to the umpirein-chief 
before the next legal pitch.

a.	 In addition, such protest must be made, in writing, and shall include, if applicable, a written report from the 
umpires. All protests must include the specific rule alleged to have been violated.

i.	 This written report must be given to a Department of Ohio American Legion Athletic Committee over-
seeing the tournament, regardless of the level of play.

3.	 All protests of player eligibility must be specific, with documented proof, and submitted prior to the start of the tour-
nament.

a.	 If a player’s eligibility is questioned after the start of the tournament, a protest can be initiated, but the alleged 
eligibility offense must have been found to have occurred after a game has been started.

i.	 For example, a player has allegedly been found to be playing for a non-American Legion Baseball team 
while at the same time playing for an American Legion Baseball team while American Legion Baseball 
tournaments are being held.

	» Documented proof is required to be submitted.

4.	 If a player is found to be ineligible, that player shall be immediately disqualified, dismissed from tournament, and all 
games in which the ineligible player played in shall be forfeited.

5.	 If a protest disqualifies a tournament team winner, the runner-up shall be declared the tournament champion.

When considering filing a protest, ask yourself the question, “Would this protest have been filed if my team had won”?
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The History of American Legion Baseball
American Legion Baseball is a national institution, having thrived through a world war, several national tragedies, and 
times of great prosperity as well as great despair.

The league still stands behind the traditional values upon which it was founded in 1925. American Legion Baseball has 
taught hundreds of thousands of young Americans the importance of sportsmanship, good health and active citizenship. 
The program is also a promoter of equality, making teammates out of young athletes regardless of their income levels or 
social standings. American Legion Baseball has been, and continues to be, a stepping stone to manhood for millions of 
young men who have gone on to serve their country or community, raise families or play the sport at the highest level.

A modest beginning. Community service has always been a core value of The American Legion. In 1925, this commit-
ment was furthered to include a baseball program.

The league was first proposed at an American Legion state conven-
tion in Milbank, S.D., when Sioux Falls attorney and Department 
Commander Frank G. McCormick invited his close friend, Maj. 
John L. Griffith, to address the convention. Instead of a traditional 
speech, Griffith, who was also the collegiate commissioner of the 
Western Conference (now the Big Ten), spoke about the role athlet-
ics can play in the development of youth.

“The American Legion could well consider the advisability of assist-
ing in the training of young Americans through our athletic games,” 

Griffith said. Athletic competition teaches courage and respect for others, fostering their growth into active citizens, he 
explained.

The South Dakota convention agreed and passed a resolution urging the Legion to create an organized summer base-
ball league that started each June. National Commander James A. Drain backed the resolution, which passed that fall 
at the Legion’s national convention in Omaha, Neb. It read:

“RESOLVED: That The American Legion ... inaugurate and conduct baseball leagues and tournaments for local cham-
pionships, and that local champions determined by the competitions be given opportunity to compete in departmental, 
sectional and regional tournaments, and that a junior world series championship baseball series be conducted at each 
national convention ... “

The first program in the world to provide a national baseball tournament for teenagers, American Legion Baseball was 
born.

In 1926, posts in 15 states began to make Griffith’s vision a reality. They organized and sponsored teams, drafted local 
schedules and conducted championship tourneys. Postseason tournaments at the state, sectional and regional levels 
culminated with a national championship. Only a few changes have been made to the format over the years. The tour-
nament still has a similar setup: 64 teams play at eight regional sites, with eight teams going on to the World Series. The 
winning team receives a trip to Major League Baseball’s World Series, a tradition dating back to 1926.

A little help from their friends. The first American Legion Baseball World Series was held in Philadelphia in 1926. 
Yonkers, NY, Post 321 beat a team from Pocatello, Idaho, capping off what appeared to be a successful first season.
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The league, however, hit a few growing pains in its second year. In 1927, the Legion’s national convention convened in 
Paris. With the organization’s financial coffers stretched thin from the trip’s expenses, the Legion couldn’t fund a World 
Series. No champion was named and the future of American Legion Baseball looked bleak, as the inaugural season 
wound up costing more than originally planned.

But the Legion’s Americanism director, Dan Sowers, worked to keep the league afloat. The tournament format need-
ed $50,000, and Sowers was determined to raise it. Early in 1928, he went to an executive meeting for professional 
baseball, hoping to reach a sympathetic ear. He found one in Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis, who pledged a 
$50,000 annual donation from Major League Baseball. Legion Baseball resumed in 1928, and by 1929 participants were 
coming from every state and the District of Columbia.

Still, the program wasn’t in the clear. Like other institutions, Legion Baseball fell on tough times during the Great De-
pression. In 1933, MLB’s funds were sapped dry, and Legion Baseball was left without a sponsor. The annual $50,000 
donation was pulled, and it looked likely the national tournament would be abandoned indefinitely.

Again, Sowers set out to find a generous sponsor. Initially, he hounded big corporations, but he was concerned they’d 
treat to his fledgling baseball league as a public-relations arm. He turned to Frank Knox, a newspaper publisher and for-
mer department commander. Knox, who originally cautioned Sowers against using corporate sponsorship, contributed 
$5,000 and gave Sowers letters of introduction to several other newspaper publishers. An additional $28,500 was raised 
in donations from the Chicago Daily News, the Omaha World-Tribune, the San Francisco Chronicle, the Indianapolis 
News, the New Orleans Item-Tribune and the Atlanta Journal. Sowers received the final $6,500 from his own boss, Col. 
Henry L. Doherty, president of Cities Services.

Legion Baseball soldiered on, even though some posts were still forced to run teams on shoestring budgets. MLB re-
sumed its funding in 1935, starting with a $20,000 donation and continues today supporting the program with an annual 
grant.

American Legion Baseball in the modern era. American Legion Baseball enjoys a reputation as one of the most 
successful and tradition-rich amateur athletic leagues. Today, the program registers teams in all 50 states plus Canada. 
Each year young people, ages 13 to 19, participate. Since its inception in 1925, the league has had millions of players, 
including countless who have gone on to play in college and professional baseball, with 82 inducted into the Baseball 
Hall of Fame.

Legion Baseball also has a reputation for serving the young people who play for it. In college scholarships, the league 
annually awards a total of $25,000 - $500 for a player selected from each department based upon leadership, character, 
scholarship and financial need. Recently, the Legion passed a resolution allowing corporate sponsorship, in the hope of 
creating more financial aid for college. Diamond Sports currently funds $25,000 in scholarships for the American Legion 
Baseball All-Academic Team. Eight players receive a $2,500 scholarship and the “Captain” of the All Academic Team 
receives a $5,000 scholarship.

In 1949, the national player of the year was first named through the arrangement of Robert Quinn, director of The Nation-
al Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum. Fittingly, winners receive a trip to the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y., making 
them the only amateur athletes invited to the exhibit. The award is now named after George W. Rulon, who served as 
program coordinator from 1961 to 1987.

Three other recognition awards were established in the 1970s: the Dr. Irvin L. “Click” Cowger RBI Award, the Rawlings 
Big Stick Award and the Bob Feller pitching awards. All recognize strong performances in the regional and national 
tournaments.
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Over the years, plenty of other major corporations have joined Gatorade in sponsoring Legion Baseball. In the 1940s, 
Ford Motor Co. dealers supplied uniforms for local teams. Diamond Sports signed on as the “Official Baseball of the 
American Legion World Series.”

A prestigious pedigree. Major League Baseball and American Legion Baseball don’t have a formal partnership, but 
the two owe each other a tremendous debt of gratitude. MLB has sponsored Legion Baseball almost since its inception, 
and Legion Baseball has returned the favor, churning out major league prospects since the alumni base has been old 
enough to be scouted. The number of former Legion players who have gone on to the pros is far too large to chart. More 
than half of current major-leaguers played Legion Baseball. So did almost every working MLB manager, along with sev-
eral former commissioners. In all, 82 program graduates are in the Baseball Hall of Fame.

Naturally, Legion Baseball’s alumni base includes some of the sport’s most recognizable names. Yogi Berra played for 
Fred W. Stockham Post 245 in St. Louis and was once quoted as saying it was the most fun he ever had. Ted Williams 
suited up for a post in San Diego. Frank Robinson led his Oakland, Calif., team to the only back-to-back national cham-
pionships in program history. Babe Ruth was too old to join when Legion Baseball started, but he spent the final years 
of his life promoting the program as its director of operations. Other prominent players include Justin Verlander, Ryne 
Sandberg, Roy Campanella, Dusty Baker, Albert Pujols, Greg Maddux and Chipper Jones.

Of all the notable former players, Legion Baseball had perhaps the greatest impact on former Cleveland Indians great 
Bob Feller. A self-described shy farm kid from rural Iowa, Feller cut his teeth playing for Variety Post 313. He says the 
experience taught him as much about life as it did baseball. Legion Baseball gave him an outlet to be discovered as a 
pitcher, but also gave him a chance to form lifelong friendships, learn to deal with letdown in athletic competition, and 
become better prepared for the mental and emotional strain of fighting in a war.

The first Legion alumnus elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame, Feller wrote a column for The American Legion Magazine 
in June 1963, expressing his love and appreciation for the league after it honored him with a plaque in 1962.

“Truthfully, I feel I should have given a plaque to The American Legion rather than receiving one from it,” Feller wrote. He 
penned the column free of charge and admitted that he never endorsed anything he didn’t believe in during his career, 
even for large sums of money.

Yet baseball isn’t the only area where former players have excelled. Legion Baseball graduates have gone on to prom-
inence in other career fields. Former Vice President Dick Cheney played for Post 2 in Casper, Wyo. Famed journalist 
and author Tom Brokaw played Legion ball in South Dakota, and Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack was on a team in 
Pennsylvania.

In short, Legion Baseball graduates are proud contributors throughout our society and often are the most successful 
people in their respective career fields.
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DUES RECEIPT
(Please Print)

_______________________________________
Date

_______________________________________
Received From

$__________________ for 20_______ dues

_______________________________________
Recruiter’s Name

_______________________________________
Recruiter’s Signature

_______________________________________
Recruiter’s Phone #

DUES RECEIPT
(please print)

_______________________________________
Date

_______________________________________
Received from

$__________________ for 20_______ dues

_______________________________________
Squadron No.

_______________________________________
Department of

DUES RECEIPT
(please print)

_______________________________________
Date

_______________________________________
Received from

$__________________ for 20_______ dues

_______________________________________
Recruiter’s name

_______________________________________
Recruiter’s signature

_______________________________________
Recruiter’s phone #

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
First  Initial  Last Date of Birth

Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street City State ZIP

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Membership ID# former member Post # Phone # Email Gender

Please check war era and branch of service below:

o Global War on Terror o U.S. Army
o Gulf War o U.S. Navy
o Panama o U.S. Air Force
o Lebanon/Grenada o U.S. Marines
o Vietnam o U.S. Space Force
o Korea o U.S. Coast Guard
o WWII o Merchant Marines (WWII only)
o Other Conflicts

I certify that I have served federal active duty in the United States Armed Forces since December 7, 1941, and have been honorably discharged or I am still serving.

Signed by applicant ____________________________________________________________ Date  ____________________________  Name of recruiter ________________________________________________

If you are a new member, send this completed application with annual dues to The American Legion, Attn: Membership, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206  
(check www.legion.org/join for dues amount), or take it to a local post. To locate a post near you, click on “Find a Post” at legion.org.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY – MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION – MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Date_______________________ 

Detachment of ________________________________________________________ Squadron No. ____________________________________________Birth date ________________________________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ Recruited by ______________________________________________________________________
First  Initial  Last  Initial  Last 

Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street City State ZIP Phone

Veteran through whom eligibility is established _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(a) Above is a member in good standing of Post No. ___________________________________________________________ Department of ____________________________________________________________

OR (b) Above is a deceased veteran who served honorably from ____________________________________________________________to ____________________________________________________________

(c) Relationship of applicant to veteran ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Has applicant previously been a member of the SAL? ________________________________________________________________ Where? ____________________________________________________________

I hereby subscribe to the Constitution of the Sons of The American Legion and apply for membership.

Email ________________________________________________________________________________ Transmit $  ______________________________________ for 20  _______________ annual membership dues

Signed by applicant (or legal guardian if under 18) ____________________________________________________________________ Eligibility certified by  _______________________________________________

Mail completed application to Sons of The American Legion department/state headquarters. Annual dues must accompany completed application. Ask local contact for amount 
due. For current detachment address, go to The American Legion department/state headquarters, or visit legion.org.

D17010

D17010

THE AMERICAN LEGION – MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Full Name

Address

City State ZIP

Home phone Cell phone

Email  Unit # and Location (if known) 

 / / o Birth - 17 o 18 and older
Date of Birth (Required) 

Have you been a member previously?     o Yes     o No (If yes, fill in below, if known.)

Previous Unit City/State ALA ID#

/  /
Signature of Applicant (or legal guardian if under 18) Date

Submit this application to the ALA unit you wish to join. If unit is unknown,
contact National Headquarters at (317) 569-4500 for assistance.

Annual dues must accompany completed application. Ask local contact for amount due.
Membership pending approval of application.

ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

Eligible Through—Name of Veteran (Female Veterans: List Your Own Name)

If Living:
American Legion Member ID # (Required) Post # City State

o Deceased (If veteran is deceased, contact ALA unit about the necessary military records.)

Veteran served: (check all that apply)
o WWI (4/6/1917-11/11/1918)
Anytime After 12/7/1941 (check all that apply):

o Global War on Terror o Lebanon/Grenada o WWII
o Gulf War o Vietnam o Other Conflicts
o Panama o Korea

Applicant’s relationship to the veteran:
o Male Spouse o Female Spouse o Mother
o Grandmother o Sister o Self
o Daughter o Granddaughter

o Male     o Female

To Be Completed By The American Legion Post Adjutant/Officer
I certify that the above named individual served at least one day of active duty during the dates 
marked above and was honorably discharged or is still serving honorably.

/ /
Post Adjutant/Officer Membership Verification Date

ALA 05/2021
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AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL
CODE OF SPORTSMANSHIP

I will:
Keep the rules
Keep faith with my teammates
Keep my temper
Keep myself fit
Keep a stout heart in defeat
Keep my pride under in victory
Keep a sound soul, a clean mind, and a 
healthy body




