MINUTESPRIVATE 

AMERICANISM COMMISSION
MEETING OF

JULY 20, 2024, at 10:00 A.M.  
Department Headquarters- Library 
 1.
Call to Order 10:00 A.M.


Chairman Rowe opened the meeting of the Department Americanism Commission at 10:00 A.M.
 2.
Salute to the Colors



The Colors were saluted.

3. Invocation by Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman.
4. Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Rowe led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

 5.
Roll Call: Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator

Members present:


Harold Landis, 1st District Chairman- PRESENT


Thomas Tierney, 2nd District Chairman- PRESENT


Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman- PRESENT


Henry Knight Jr, 4th District Chairman- PRESENT


Cheryl MacDonald, 5th District Chairwoman- PRESENT


Roy Terry, 6th District Chairman- PRESENT


Bill Frost, 7th District Chairman- NOT PRESENT


Robert Schmoll, 8th District Chairman- PRESNT


William Dittebrand, 9th District Chairman- PRESENT


Richard Houp, 10th District Chairman- PRESENT


Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman- PRESENT


Tom Rowe, Americanism Commission Chairman- PRESENT


Kevin Conlan, 13th District Chairman- EXCUSED


Bryan Holden for John Life, 14th District Chairman- PRESENT

Guests Present:


Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator  

6.     Reading of Previous Minutes
Robert Schmoll, 8th District Chairman moved, seconded by Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman to approve the minutes of the last meeting.












MOTION PASSED
7.       Approval of Committee Rules 
Discussion was had to change the Authorized meetings to state that the Commission gets one in person meeting a year. 

Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman moved, seconded by William Dittebrand, 9th District Chairman to change the “authorized meetings to one in person determined by the Commission Chairman” and then accept the Commission Rules. 












MOTION PASSED

8. A&G Testing Dates
a. October 28- November 1, 2024
b. November 4- November 8, 2024 make-up dates

Robert Schmoll, 8th District moved, seconded by Henry Knight Jr, 4th District to accept the testing dates and make up dates. 













MOTION PASSED 

9. Trip Dates
a. March 3- March 7, 2025
b. March 10- March 14, 2025

A&G Trip was discussed. The commission talked about fundraising, restricted funds, scholarships, charities and creating a 5-year financial breakdown.
Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman moved, seconded by Roy Terry, 6th District to accept the trip dates. 













MOTION PASSED

10. Selecting Essay Questions
a. 2021- What are your thoughts on the desecration, removal, or vandalism of historical Monuments/Statues?
b. 2022- What are your thoughts on social media and the influence on society?

c. 2023- If you notice a post on social media with threats to your community, do you think that it is your civic responsibility to report it? 
d. 2024- Should the United States Flag Code have enforcement penalties added if the US Flag is being misused? Please explain your answer.
The Commission discussed current events and the attempted assassination of Former President Trump. Term limits from the Supreme Court were discussed, and lifetime appointments in the judicial system. 
In your opinion, should there be term limits and age limits for all Federal Elected or Appointed Officials? Please Explain your answer.
Richard Houp, 10th District Chairman moved, seconded by Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman to accept the essay question to read “In your opinion, should there be term limits and age limits for all Federal Elected or Appointed Officials? Please Explain your answer.”












MOTION PASSED

11. Unfinished Business
None.
12. New Business
a. Convention Committee voting criteria
i. Alice Friedman
ii. Alice Friedman Runner-up
iii. Mickael Golato- Chairman does no think there needs to be a narrative attached for this award. There just needs to be a properly filled out CPR. 
Discussion was had about pulling the CPR information that coincides with the criteria for each award, and attach it with the criteria. Do the same with all the Convention Committee Awards, and create a “Department Convention CPR Awards” packet that posts can fill out for all their own CPR Award nominations. The packets will be mailed to each District in their Spring Conference Packet and the Districts will give all information to their Posts. It will coincide with their Post inspections. The District will choose their winners by District Summer Convention. 
Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman moved, seconded by Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman to create a “Department Convention CPR Awards” packet that posts can fill out for all their own CPR Award nominations. The CPR information that coincides with the criteria for each award will be added to the back of each criteria. The packets will be made available to each District Commander and Americanism Chairmen by October 1st and the District will be responsible for notifying their Posts. It will be available online as well. 













MOTION PASSED
The Alice Friedman Award was discussed. There should only be 1 summary narrative. The Runner-Up award should not be applied for, it would be given to the second-best Alice Friedman award nominee. The Alice Friedman Award MUST have a written narrative. There will be 1 nominee from every District, 14 Districts total.   
Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman moved, seconded by Harold Landis, 1st District Chairman to change the Alice Friedman Award so there is only 1 summary narrative and 1 application for the Alice Friedman Award. The Runner-Up award should not be applied for, it would be given to the second-best Alice Friedman award nominee.













MOTION PASSED

William Dittebrand, 9th District Chairman moved, seconded by Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman to add the question of the quota amount for each Post to the top of the CPR information that will be added to the back of each awards criteria. 













MOTION PASSED

13. Good of the Legion

a. Ohio Military Bonus- Chairman Rowe discussed a news article he found that Ohio is offering bonuses to military veterans to work in schools. The American Legion encourages members to join school boards. 
14. Benediction. Benediction was given by Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman 
15. Adjourned. Meeting adjourned at 11:17 A.M.
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