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Our Organizations
Growth & Success

2025 Officers Elected at Ohio
Detachment Conference

Jeffrey Vrabel Jr. takes the diaus as
Ohio Detachment Commander

Like Father, Like Son. 
A Legacy ContinuesJeffrey Vrabel. JR | Commander

Todd Bidlack | First Vice-Commander
Adam Budner | Second Vice-Commander
Mike Kennedy| Chaplain
Scott Thornton | Adjutant
Gary Minadeo | Parliamentarian
Gary Lang | National Executive
Committeeman
Jon Coakley, II | Alternate National Executive
Committeeman
Tim Conway | Immediate Past Commander
Chad Westfall | SALute Editor
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The Ohio SALute is published 4x a year.

SUBMITTING ARTICLES: 
All submissions are to be made

electronically to

cwestfall71293@gmail.com.

All articles must be submitted in

accordance with the following

schedule:

SUMMER:  No later than Flag Day

FALL:  No later than 9/11

WINTER:  No later than Pearl Harbor

Day

SPRING: No later than St. Patrick's Day

NO LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED

Without more submissions, SALute

Newsletter can not publish helpful

updates. It’s important for us to

recognize each post for their

volunteerism and dedication to the

sons of the american legion mission. 

Ohio Detachment 
Convention | Chillicothe, OH

New Officers step up to take the oath. 



As always, we need to protect our
flag. Please teach others about
our flag and show it the respect
it deserves.

Try to help your Post with
dinners, fairs, festivals, and
parades. 

Support your Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, and local athletics.

Have a great summer!

Gentlemen,

PDCs Conway and Dilts told me, be ready
because the year will fly. They were spot
on! These past few weeks have flew! After

convention I regrettably was not able to
attend the Memorial Day Services in

Dayton at the National Cemetery. I’d like
to thank First Vice Commander Bidlack

for going in my place. I spent Memorial Day
Weekend conducting services throughout

ceremonies through various cemeteries
and assisted living companies throughout

the company I work for, Briarfield.
I was able to bring greetings to Buckeye

Girls State and Buckeye Boys State. What a
fantastic group of young patriots. Between
My Post 15 Family, we had 10 delegates at BGS

and BBS. That’s a first for us!

Myself, along with First Vice Todd, and many other detachment officers
attended a Flag Disposal Ceremony at my own Squadron during the
Celebrate Poland festival.On July 1st, Assistant Historian Shuluga and I,
along with Department Commander AJ Wheatley and his officers, as well as
National Commander Jim La Coursiere toured the grounds of Save A Warrior,
which is my Commander’s Program. It was a very very eye opening experience
and if you ever have the chance, take the time to go and tour the facilities.
If there is anything you’d like me to attend in your area, for your Legion
family, or even an event that you feel we should have a presence at, just
reach out to me. I want to attend as many events as possible!
District Commander’s, please get your conference dates turned in ASAP!
Yours in Service,

Commander Report
Jeffrey Vrabel. Jr
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Vice Commander Report
Todd Bidlack

Hello Detachment Officers!

I’m thrilled to share the 2025–26 Sons of the
American Legion membership cards, target
dates schedule, and awards This year, our focus
includes:

Membership and Training Initiatives:
Conducting membership training sessions
statewide, emphasizing tools like mysal.
Statewide Commitment: Visiting counties
and districts to address membership
challenges, share best practices.
Membership Retention: Strengthening
member engagement through meaningful
connections, recognizing contributions.

For officer visit requests, complete the officer
request form at ohiolegion.com under the
forms tab. Feel free to reach out.

Todd Bidlack
1st Vice Commander Detachment of Ohio
Toddbidlack@gmail.com
419-796-9454

Americanism Report
Chairman; Randy Matthews

As always, we need to protect our
flag. Please teach others about
our flag and show it the respect
it deserves.

Try to help your Post with
dinners, fairs, festivals, and
parades. 

Support your Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, and local athletics.

Have a great summer!
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Post 62 - Black Sheep Squadron (Chillicothe, OH)
Hosted the 2025 SAL Detachment Convention | May 16-18
Submitted by Nate Steinbrook

Commander Nate Steinbrook and the entire Squadron 62 team pulled out all the stops
for a stellar Detachment Convention weekend in Chillicothe. From the kitchen crew
dishing out delicious comfort food to the warm hospitality of the entire Post 62 Family,
it's safe to say that southern Ohio knows how to host. 

Special thanks to everyone who showed up, suited up, and supported the event.
According to more than a few guests, 'We came as strangers and left as family.'
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Post 566 - Akron Garfield Memorial (Coventry Township, OH)
Flag Pole & Flag Dedication at Hope Lutheran Church | June 8, 2025

Submitted by Bob Carson, Finance Officer

The Honor Guard of Akron Garfield Memorial Post 566 held a meaningful and patriotic
ceremony to dedicate a new flag and flagpole at Hope Lutheran Church. The event was
attended by local community members and veterans, who gathered to witness a
powerful reminder of the values we all serve to protect.
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Flag Day Ceremony - Chillicothe, OH
Squadron 62 presented a respectful and moving Flag Day ceremony, retiring worn and
unserviceable American flags with full honors. Post 62 proudly serves as Ross County's

primary drop-off location for residents wishing to properly retire their American flags.
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District 2 
Commander: Randy Matthews
Hello from SAL District 2! Our Squadrons participated in Memorial Day services and are
preparing for the Fourth of July. Summer means fairs, festivals, and parades. Support your
Post's fundraisers, dinners, and events. The next District 2 meeting will be July 20th in
Delphos, Ohio at 1:00 PM.

District 3
Commander: Russ Powell
Members of Squadron 598 participated in the Memorial Day observance at Beavertown
Cemetery in Kettering, OH. District Commander Russ Powell also attended several other
services across the region. At the Dayton VA, over 62,000 flags were placed by Scouts and
volunteers in just 30 minutes. 
Reminders:
- SDR, CDR, and OCF forms are due.
- Early Bird stickers have been replaced with rubber stamps (see pg. 151 of the Emblem Sales
catalog).

Volunteerism: Help at local cemeteries is always appreciated.
Membership: District 3 is at 98.91% of goal (3,073 of 3,107). Let's keep pushing!
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