STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watch’d, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream;
“Tis the star-spangled banner-O long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

And where is that band, who so vauntingly swore,
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion,
A home and a country should leave us no more?
Their blood has wash’d out their foul footsteps’ pollution;
No refuge could save the hireling or slave
From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave,
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

O, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand
Between their lov’d homes and the war’s desolation!
Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the heav’n-rescued land
Praise the power that hath made and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust.”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

“I would like to go a step further and insist upon Americans being
able to sing “The Star-Spangled Banner.’

“I have noted audiences singing — I should say trying to sing —
the American national air, but outside of about 2 percent they are only
mumbling or pretending to sing. I would like to have the spirit of America
show itself in song. I hope you will insist upon some suitable provision to
that end in your code.” — President Harding to National Flag Conference
called by The American Legion.

“Ay[edo] pue 10U0Y 31 PI02E SN 12T "3NI[e $N JO [[e Jo Befy oy S13] "BOLIDWY
0 apdoad ay3 03 Ayradsoxd pue £312q1[ 3y8noiq sey jey) Jaids Suons ay Jo 3[qisia apewr udis ay) st
3] *1 10J PAIP AR SI0IAY PUE JI PIOUBAPE ABY SUIZIY) *3DYLIIES pue 3A0] 4q uorysod pnoid sty 03
1y3n01q u2aq ey I "9URIITE )1 2MO SUOT[[TL JAY PUB PIIPUNY 1Y} PUE SUBIIO OM] Y} JO SPUB[ST
18213 1A0 pUE YUAUTIUOD Y} SS0IE FUIPUA)XD ‘sa)e)s AP TaA0 sary 1 Aepog, -ojdoad uoryjrur 2211}
swos jo uonemndod e yum ‘preoqess snuepy 9y} Suole sajels UINIIY) 1240 3501 Is11y Sefy Ay,
‘plAom 31 Jnoy3nouy) ssausnoa)ySL1 [euoneu Jo pue £119qI] SNOISI[2I PUE JIAID JO JUIWUIIA0T
rendod jo ydwnin ayy sarsaydod )1 uonezifia mo jo aimjoniis prpusids oY) pue ‘sa2IN0SAI
[eINJeU 100 JO JUSWIAO[2AIP 3} ‘SALIBPUNO] [BUOIIRU INO JO UOISUBAXD ISUIUIWT 9} O} SSIUIIM SI8aq
3 “ew1f om] Je ‘A1IoTy[-neajey)) Je ‘Aeg ejruely e 31nqsA1390) Je ‘0)y Ofed 18 ‘UMOR|IOL I8 ‘eForereg
Je Majy J] "s1Iguod [euonen Jea1d Jydie woiy jueydwniy padiowa sey I1 ‘SNOLI0YIA 1A I INOqe
Appory) 193snpd £10[3 pue 10UOY [eUONIEN JO S3[e] P[O] DIM], “IOUOY PIIOES IIDY) PUE SIUNIIOJ T19Y}
‘SIAT] 137} SIefe s)1 uodn pajoadp oym d1[qnday a3 Jo SIdYIe] Y} ‘PeIP 1019 INO JO JWE] pue
soureu ay axe JySiy Surary Jo 101397 ut spjoy s31 uodn pauoze[quiy -a[doad uesraUIY Y3 jo 10381 3y}
st £103STY] 53] "UOTIEU UEOLIAUIY 3Y) JO JL1ids 3y st tds §7] ‘wisnoryed Jo 95Ussd AY3 SAAPOqUIL 3
"UIPPOIUMOP 3} JO J0IINS PUE ISUJIP Y} 10§ 3210 J[IDUTAUT PUE J[qISIAIPUT UB JINIISUOD
S)IBAY PAJUN SOYM [[}IEI Y} JO D01S [erder 1243 woiy odoad jo sFejquuasse snoipuom e 190
sjeoyy J[ spue [[e Jo passaxddo ayy 0) pirop ayy SuruayySijug £119q1T jJo anelS Ip[OYlieg Snowrey
2y a1 ‘odoy Surimpus Jo uodeaq e s 1 ‘wsieapt uesLWYy jo apeuuld Ao ay) woiy Juneory
*sme| pasodull-J[as 0] UAPaqo £q S[qeure)je pue ‘9d1sn Jo pue ssausnoa)ydur
J0 “mp jo sapdounid Ayjof pue urays ay) Aq papaenSayes ‘ssaurddey jo ymsind oty pue Ay1aqry ‘OJif
10y Ayrunyroddo enba jo feapr anbrun ue 1nq @suadt] Jo £11q1[ Y} IO JUTENSIIUN JO WOPIAIJ Y}
10U WOpaa1] Uewny Jo [eapt snoLIo]3 2y} pue 4119qr Jo JLiids oY) pUR{URW [[e 10] SAJRUIRIUT I
‘syyS1 1oy pue suorjeSiqo J1ay) ‘sadapiard
I12Y) pUB SAUMP I1Y} JO AI[e SUIZNI $I Jo wordeduod [enprAIpul Ied[> 3y} I0j paysm3unsip
uoneN e ‘asodind pue juswnuas Jo Ajun [elra Aq Inq ysa1oiur jo Ayunwwrod 4q A[uo jou pajrun
‘o[qeredasur pue suo ‘uoneN e ojur papjem afdoad 331y woT[[IW ¢ JO Inq @snoy [efox 1o A[rurej
Surudrax e jo ey oy jou s1 3] *Ayudoranos rendod pue aduspuadopur [euonjeu sazijoquiAs Iy
“wstjorryed Jo ‘wisI{eapt Jo A11aqI] [enpIArput jo ‘9ouspuadapur [euoneu jo a3essaw e ‘piom
21mud 2y} 03 afessaur §31 jo duedyrudis ajqou pue doap ay3 ur anbrun st Jeyy sajerg payun Y7,
‘8LL1 ‘€1 Areniqag ‘Aeq uoraqmQ) Jo 9anbig 9110 e [eITpE Youdi] aY) 4q
parapuai sem ey ay) 03 anjes uf1a10§ 111 Y, *20uapuadapur 10 TeM 3Y3 JO ISINOD Y} UT SUBDLIDWIY
ay3 Aq parmydes usaq Suraey nesseN 110 ‘spue[s] eureyeq ‘nesseN Je ‘g//1 ‘¢ Arenue( 1031110}
uB1210§ J9A0 M ISIY I] LT “TT 1oquuaidag ‘OurmApuerg ay) Je a31eq Ut parLred isIy sem Je oy,
119880 saprey) 811q 2y Jo JoALIq
werip uteyde)) £q eg1 01 3snSny Sepg reuoneN 1no 0y uaArd sem LI0[D PO, dWERU YL,
*Aepo) Jo me[ a3 ST Me] Jey, -91els SuIpaadons yoea 10j pappe 3q p[noys
Ie)S © IYM 523e)s [euISLio uaa)ary) oY) Sunuasaidar Uad)IIY) 0] Y110Jo0UIY PaIoLIIsal pue paonpar
3q sad1ns Jo TaquInu Y3 Jey) pa)deua ssa13uo)) gI8T Ul 0g 'sadirys Auew 00) 3q P[NOM I} JUIPIAD
auredaq I UOTU() Y} OJUT JUILD $JBIS 1AYI0 Sy *9dUapU0dsaiIod U UddYy 0) pastes sem sadiiys pue
§Ie)$ JO JOQUINU JY) PUE UOTU[) Y} 0) PANTWIPE 3Iom ANINIUY ‘76T UT PUB YUOUWLIA T6LT U]
K112qr7 Sunuasardar Ly1a1s0d 0) umop 03 [1eys sadrns rym ay) pue 9y woiy
paseredas aaey am yery) Suimoys snyp) ‘sadins arym £q 1 Sunyeredas £1unod 19Y10W N0 WOIJ PaIAY)
“UDABIE] WIOI] SIe)S 31} e} I\, ‘uoyBurysepy £q pajordiayut snyyy sem Sep ) Jo wstjoquiAs Yy,
“JUSWIULIZA0L) [RI2Pa] Y3 0) widay) Aq payedajop s1ydix o3 se 3daoxs
£)uS1219A08 [ENPIATPUT I12Y) $3]B1S AY) O SIAIIST YOTYM ‘UOTINITISUOY) [BIIPA,] INO JO IBUIAQUID ST
“2)e1S OB I0J IB)S JUO “UOTUN Y} UTYIIM SIe)S ) JO UOIIB[[2)SU0D Y, ‘suorjeridse £)jof se [[om se
“yuBra1aros pue uorurwop sazrjoquiks (3dA3g pue ersiog ‘erpuf Jo [OqUIAS JUSOUE UR) IBIS YT,
‘ying pue donsnf ‘Aiteouts Kiyesor ‘poo 0y
25U2I2A51 10J ‘UBAIY JO JO[0D Y[} “ON[q Y} JONPUOD JO IPNIIIII pue ‘3J1] Jo ssautjuead Airind ‘odoy
10§ )T M 3] ADUIAIDJ pUE [BIZ I0TeA 10] ST pal oy, :paute[dxa snyj) aq Aew Sef ) Jo $10[00 YT,
*$9TUO[0D UIJITY) [UIZLIO 31} WOIJ P2)II2 Udaq Isn( pey awr) Jey) Je $31e)s 3y} 10j
710q Jo uaa)IIY) Sunye 93e)s Yoea 10 2dins e pue Ie)s e 2q P[NOYs 219Y) Jey) PISIIIP IS SeM 1]
LLL1 ‘9 1sn3ny ‘AueysLIO Jo o[17eq AY) UT IaYe] sKep 9211 211 19pUN 181y Sem 3] £/ ‘¢ Isndny uo
S110% MaN ‘owoy Jo A1 Juasaid ayy Jo S Y UO XImueIg 110, Woly umofy Isay sem ey oy,
“edLIdWY Jnoy3noIy)
Keq Sefq se pan1asqo mou STaep SIYL, £LLT ‘P1 dun( ssa18uo)) 4q paziioyine js1y sem Seyy ayL,
"9dURL] JO I0[0ILLT, 3]} 10 UTRILIG JO YOB( UOTU()
1) Uy} P[0 ‘PIOM Y} JO SPABPUEIS [BUOLEN 3Y) JO JSIP[O PIIY} 3y} St el sajesg pajtupn) oy,

OV1d IH.L 40 AdO.LSIH

]

FLAG

OF THE

UNITED STATES

The Living Symbol of Our Great Republic

HOW TO DISPLAY IT
HOW TO RESPECTIT

On Flag Day, June 14, 1923, representatives of over 68 organizations
met in Washington for a conference, called by and conducted under the
auspices of the National Americanism Commission of The American
Legion, to draft an authentic code of flag etiquette. The code drafted by
that conference was printed by the national organization of The American
Legion and given nationwide distribution. Millions of copies have been
placed in the hands of interested citizens since 1923-24. The 77th Congress
of the United States (Second Session) passed Public Law 623, which is a
codification of the Flag Code. This law was later amended, and the Flag
Code has now been changed to comply with the law. Since the original Flag I
Conferences, in 1923-24, the code has been adopted for use by 45 other
organizations. American Legion Posts should bring the rules and diagrams
contained in this revised edition of the code to the attention of schools and

citizens generally.

PRINTED IN US.A.
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THE UNITED STATES FLAG CODE

As Adopted by the National Flag Conference, Washington, D.C., June 14-15, 1923, and Revised and Endorsed by the Second National Flag Conference, Washington, D.C., May 15, 1924. Revised and adopted at P.L. 623, 77th Congress, Second Ses-
sion, June 22, 1942; as Amended by P.L. 829, 77th Congress, Second Session, December 22, 1942; P.L. 107 83rd Congress, Ist Session, July 9, 1953; P.L. 396, 83rd Congress, Second Session, June 14, 1954; P.L. 363, 90th Congress, Second Session, June
28, 1968; P.L. 344, 94th Congress, Second Session, July 7, 1976; P.L. 322, 103rd Congress, Second Session, September 13, 1994; P.L. 225, 105th Congress, Second Session, August 12, 1998; P.L. 80, 106th Congress, First Session, October 25, 1999; P.L.
110-41, 110th Congress, First Session, June 29, 2007; P.L. 110-181, 110th Congress, Second Session, January 28, 2008; P.L. 110-239, 110th Congress, Second Session, June 3, 2008, P.L. 110-417, 110th Congress, Second Session, October 14, 2008; P.L.

111-41, 111th Congress, First Session, July 27, 2009; P.L. 113-66 113th Congress, First Session, December 26, 2013; P.L. 115-15, 115th Congress, First Session, March 28, 2017; and P.L. 115-123, 115th Congress, Second Session, February 9, 2018.

AMERICANISM COMMISSION

THE AMERICAN LEGION

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, U.S.A.

How to Display the Flag of the United States of America

Title 4, United States Code
Chapter 1, Section 4-10

§ 4. Pledge of Allegiance to the flag;
manner of delivery

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag,
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”, should be rendered by
standing at attention facing the flag with
the right hand over the heart. When not
in uniform men should remove any
non-religious headdress with their right
hand and hold it at the left shoulder,
the hand being over the heart. Persons
in uniform should remain silent, face
the flag, and render the military salute.
Members of the Armed Forces not in
uniform and veterans may render the
military salute in the manner provided
for persons in uniform.

§ 5. Display and use of flag by civilians;
codification of rules and customs;
definition

The following codification of exist-
ing rules and customs pertaining to the
display and use of the flag of the United
States of America is established for the
use of such civilians or civilian groups
or organizations as may not be required
to conform with regulations promul-
gated by one or more executive depart-
ments of the Government of the United
States. The flag of the United States for
the purpose of this chapter shall be de-
fined according to sections 1 and 2 of
this title and Executive Order 10834 is-
sued pursuant thereto.

§ 6. Time and occasions for display

(a) It is the universal custom to display
the flag only from sunrise to sunset on
buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in
the open. However, when a patriotic ef-
fect is desired, the flag may be displayed
24 hours a day if properly illuminated
during the hours of darkness.

(b) The flag should be hoisted briskly
and lowered ceremoniously.

(c) The flag should not be displayed on
days when the weather is inclement, ex-
cept when an all weather flag is displayed.

(d) The flag should be displayed on
all days, especially on New Year’s Day,
January 1; Inauguration Day, January
20; Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday,
the third Monday in January; Lincoln’s
Birthday, February 12; Washington’s
Birthday, third Monday in February;
National Vietnam War Veterans Day,
March 29; Easter Sunday (variable);
Mother’s Day, second Sunday in May;
Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in
May; Memorial Day (half-staff until
noon), the last Monday in May; Flag Day,
June 14; Father’s Day, third Sunday in
June; Independence Day, July 4; National
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day,
July 27; Labor Day, first Monday in Sep-
tember; Constitution Day, September 17;
Columbus Day, second Monday in Oc-
tober; Navy Day, October 27; Veterans
Day, November 11; Thanksgiving Day,
fourth Thursday in November; Christ-
mas Day, December 25; and such other
days as may be proclaimed by the Presi-
dent of the United States; the birthdays
of States (date of admission); and on State
holidays.

(e) The flag should be displayed daily
on or near the main administration
building of every public institution.

(f) The flag should be displayed in or
near every polling place on election days.

(g) The flag should be displayed dur-
ing school days in or near every school-
house.

§ 7. Position and manner of display

The flag, when carried in a procession
with another flag or flags, should be either
on the marching right; that is, the flag’s
own right, or, if there is a line of other
flags, in front of the center of that line.

(a) The flag should not be displayed on
a float in a parade except from a staff,
or as provided in subsection (i) of this
section.

(b) The flag should not be draped over
the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle
or of a railroad train or a boat. When
the flag is displayed on a motorcar, the
staff shall be fixed firmly to the chassis
or clamped to the right fender.

(¢) No other flag or pennant should be
placed above or, if on the same level, to
the right of the flag of the United States
of America, except during church ser-
vices conducted by naval chaplains at
sea, when the church pennant may be

flown above the flag during church ser-
vices for the personnel of the Navy. No
person shall display the flag of the United
Nations or any other national or interna-
tional flag equal, above, or in a position
of superior prominence or honor to, or
in place of, the flag of the United States
at any place within the United States or
any Territory or possession thereof: Pro-
vided, That nothing in this section shall
make unlawful the continuance of the
practice heretofore followed of display-
ing the flag of the United Nations in a
position of superior prominence or hon-
or, and other national flags in positions
of equal prominence or honor, with that
of the flag of the United States at the
headquarters of the United Nations

(d) The flag of the United States of
America, when it is displayed with an-
other flag against a wall from crossed
staffs, should be on the right, the flag’s
own right, and its staff should be in
front of the staff of the other flag.

(e) The flag of the United States of
America should be at the center and at
the highest point of the group when a
number of flags of States or localities or
pennants of societies are grouped and
displayed from staffs.

§

(f) When flags of States, cities, or lo-
calities, or pennants of societies are
flown on the same halyard with the flag
of the United States, the latter should
always be at the peak. When the flags
are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag
of the United States should be hoisted
first and lowered last. No such flag or
pennant may be placed above the flag of
the United States or to the United States
flag’s right.

are displayed, they are to be flown from
separate staffs of the same height. The
flags should be of approximately equal
size. International usage forbids the dis-
play of the flag of one nation above that
of another nation in time of peace.

(h) When the flag of the United States
is displayed from a staff projecting hor-

izontally or at an angle from the win-
dow sill, balcony, or front of a building,
the union of the flag should be placed
at the peak of the staff unless the flag is
at half-staff.
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When the flag is suspended over a
sidewalk from a rope extending from a
house to a pole at the edge of the side-
walk, the flag should be hoisted out,
union first, from the building.

(i) When displayed either horizontally
or vertically against a wall, the union
should be uppermost and to the flag’s
own right, that is, to the observer’s left.
When displayed in a window, the flag
should be displayed in the same way,
with the union or blue field to the left of
the observer in the street.

(j) When the flag is displayed over the
middle of the street, it should be sus-
pended vertically with the union to the
north in an east and west street or to the
east in a north and south street.

(k) When used on a speaker’s plat-
form, the flag, if displayed flat, should be
displayed above and behind the speaker.

When displayed from a staff in a church
or public auditorium, the flag of the
United States of America should hold
the position of superior prominence,
in advance of the audience, and in the
position of honor at the clergyman’s or
speaker’s right as he faces the audience.
Any other flag so displayed should be
placed on the left of the clergyman or
speaker or to the right of the audience.
(1) The flag should form a distinctive

feature of the ceremony of unveiling a
statue or monument, but it should nev-
er be used as the covering for the statue
or monument.

(m) The flag, when flown at half-staff,
should be first hoisted to the peak for an
instant and then lowered to the half-staff
position. The flag should be again raised
to the peak before it is lowered for the day.

On Memorial Day the flag should be
displayed at half-staff until noon only,
then raised to the top of the staff. By
order of the President, the flag shall be
flown at half-staff upon the death of prin-
cipal figures of the United States Govern-
ment and the Governor of a State, terri-
tory, or possession, as a mark of respect to
their memory. In the event of the death

O

of other officials or foreign dignitaries,
the flag is to be displayed at half-staff ac-
cording to Presidential instructions or
orders, or in accordance with recognized
customs or practices not inconsistent
with law. In the event of the death of a
present or former official of the govern-
ment of any State, territory, or posses-
sion of the United States or the death of
a member of the Armed Forces from any
State, territory, or possession who dies
while serving on active duty, or the death
of a first responder working in any State,
territory, or possession who dies while
serving in the line of duty, the Governor
of that State, territory, or possession may
proclaim that the National flag shall be
flown at half-staff and the same authority
is provided to the Mayor of the District
of Columbia with respect to present or
former officials of the District of Colum-
bia, members of the Armed Forces from
the District of Columbia, and and first
responders working in the District of
Columbia. When the Governor of a State,
territory, or possession, or the Mayor of
the District of Columbia, issues a procla-
mation under the preceding sentence that
the National flag be flown at half-staff in
that State, territory, or possession or in
the District of Columbia because of the
death of a member of the Armed Forces,
the National flag flown at any Federal in-
stallation or facility in the area covered
by that proclamation shall be flown at
half-staff consistent with that proclama-
tion. The flag shall be flown at half-staff
30 days from the death of the President or
a former President; 10 days from the day
of death of the Vice President, the Chief
Justice or a retired Chief Justice of the
United States, or the Speaker of the House
of Representatives; from the day of death
until interment of an Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court, a Secretary of an ex-
ecutive or military department, a former
Vice President, or the Governor of a State,
territory, or possession; and on the day of
death and the following day for a Mem-
ber of Congress. The flag shall be flown
at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial
Day, unless that day is also Armed Forces
Day. As used in this subsection -

(1) the term “half-staff” means the
position of the flag when it is one-half
the distance between the top and bot-
tom of the staff;

(2) the term “executive or military
department” means any agency listed
under sections 101 and 102 of title 5,
United States Code; and

(3) the term “Member of Congress”
means a Senator, a Representative, a
Delegate, or the Resident Commission-
er from Puerto Rico.

(4) the term “first responder” means
a “public safety officer” as defined in

section 1204 of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 (34 U.S.C. 10284).

(n) When the flag is used to cover a cas-
ket, it should be so placed that the union
is at the head and over the left shoulder.
The flag should not be lowered into the
grave or allowed to touch the ground.

(0) When the flag is suspended across
a corridor or lobby in a building with
only one main entrance, it should be
suspended vertically with the union of
the flag to the observer’s left upon enter-
ing. If the building has more than one
main entrance, the flag should be sus-
pended vertically near the center of the
corridor or lobby with the union to the
north, when entrances are to the east
and west or to the east when entrances
are to the north and south. If there are
entrances in more than two directions,
the union should be to the east.

§ 8. Respect for flag

No disrespect should be shown to the
flag of the United States of America; the
flag should not be dipped to any person
or thing. Regimental colors, State flags,
and organization or institutional flags
are to be dipped as a mark of honor.

(a) The flag should never be displayed
with the union down, except as a signal
of dire distress in instances of extreme
danger to life or property.

(b) The flag should never touch any-
thing beneath it, such as the ground, the
floor, water, or merchandise.

(c) The flag should never be carried flat
or horizontally, but always aloft and free.

(d) The flag should never be used as
wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It

PROPER USE OF BUNTING

Bunting of the National
colors should be used for cov-
ering a speaker’s desk, drap-
ing over the front of a plat-
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form and for decoration in
general. Bunting should be
arranged with the blue above,
the white in the middle, and
the red below.

should never be festooned, drawn back,
nor up, in folds, but always allowed to
fall free. Bunting of blue, white, and red,
always arranged with the blue above,
the white in the middle, and the red
below, should be used for covering a
speaker’s desk, draping the front of the
platform, and for decoration in general.

(e) The flag should never be fastened,
displayed, used, or stored in such a
manner as to permit it to be easily torn,
soiled, or damaged in any way.

(f) The flag should never be used as a
covering for a ceiling.

(g) The flag should never have placed
upon it, nor on any part of it, nor at-
tached to it any mark, insignia, letter,
word, figure, design, picture, or draw-
ing of any nature.

(h) The flag should never be used as a
receptacle for receiving, holding, carry-
ing, or delivering anything.

(i) The flag should never be used for
advertising purposes in any manner
whatsoever. It should not be embroi-
dered on such articles as cushions or
handkerchiefs and the like, printed or
otherwise impressed on paper napkins
or boxes or anything that is designed for
temporary use and discard. Advertising
signs should not be fastened to a staff or
halyard from which the flag is flown.

(j) No part of the flag should ever be
used as a costume or athletic uniform.
However, a flag patch may be affixed to
the uniform of military personnel, fire-
men, policemen, and members of patri-
otic organizations. The flag represents a
living country and is itself considered a
living thing. Therefore, the lapel flag pin
being a replica, should be worn on the
left lapel near the heart.

(k) The flag, when it is in such condi-
tion that it is no longer a fitting emblem
for display, should be destroyed in a dig-
nified way, preferably by burning.

§ 9. Conduct during hoisting, lowering
or passing of flag

During the ceremony of hoisting or
lowering the flag or when the flag is
passing in a parade or in review, those
present in uniform should render the
military salute. Members of the Armed
Forces and veterans who are present but
not in uniform may render the military
salute. All other persons present should
face the flag and stand at attention with
their right hand over the heart, or if ap-
plicable, remove their headdress with
their right hand and hold it at the left
shoulder, the hand being over the heart.
Citizens of other countries should stand
at attention. All such conduct toward
the flag in a moving column should be
rendered at the moment the flag passes.

§ 10. Modification of rules and cus-
toms by President

Any rule or custom pertaining to the
display of the flag of the United States
of America, set forth herein, may be
altered, modified, or repealed, or ad-
ditional rules with respect thereto may
be prescribed, by the Commander in
Chief of the Armed Forces of the United
States, whenever he deems it to be ap-
propriate or desirable; and any such
alteration or additional rule shall be set
forth in a proclamation.

Title 36, Subtitle I, Part A section 301

United States Code National Anthem

(a) Designation.— The composition

consisting of the words and music

known as the Star-Spangled Banner is

the national anthem.

(b) Conduct During Playing.— During

arendition of the national anthem—

(1) when the flag is displayed—

(A) individuals in uniform should give
the military salute at the first note of the
anthem and maintain that position until
the last note;
(B) members of the Armed Forces and
veterans who are present but not in uni-
form may render the military salute in
the manner provided for individuals in
uniform; and
(C) all other persons present should face
the flag and stand at attention with their
right hand over the heart, and men not
in uniform, if applicable, should remove
their headdress with their right hand
and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand
being over the heart; and

(2) when the flag is not displayed, all
present should face toward the music
and act in the same manner they would
if the flag were displayed.

Executive Order No. 10834
August 24, 1959

Executive Order No. 10834 issued by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower on Au-
gust 24, 1959, amended the provisions of
Title 4, U.S.C., Chapter 1 and established
the 50 star Flag as the official Flag of the
United States, effective on July 4, 1960.

Proportions and sizes of flags and
position of stars

Part I - Design of the flag

Section 1. The flag of the United States
shall have thirteen horizontal stripes, al-
ternate red and white, and a union con-
sisting of white stars on a field of blue.
Section 2. The position of the stars in the
union of the flag and in the union jack
shall be as indicated on the attachment
to this order, which is hereby made a
part of this order.

Section 3. The dimensions of the constit-
uent parts of the flag shall conform to the
proportions set forth in the attachment
referred to in section 2 of this order.

Standard Proportions of the Flag

hoist (width) of flag 1.0
fly (length) of flag 1.9
hoist of union 7/13
fly of union .76
diameter of star .0616
width of stripe 1/13

as unconstitutional.

Title 18, United States Code - Chapter 33, Section 700
Desecration of the Flag of the United States
This section of the law has been declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court as of May 14, 1990. While many states
have laws similar to the provisions as stated in this section, it is assumed that if prosecuted, they, too, would be declared

Therefore, no penalties exist for the improper display of the Flag of the United States, the violation of the Flag Code
provisions listed on this page or for the desecration in any manner of the Flag of the United States.

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.”

Artwork # 07EMB0621

Additional copies of this Flag Code may be purchased from National Emblem Sales (755.201), The American Legion, P.0. Box 36460, Indianapolis, IN 46236.



