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Convention Committee on
Children & Youth
Glass City Center- Toledo, OH
Friday July 10%, 2026
12:00 PM

The 2026 Convention Committee on Children & Youth was held in Jefferson B, Glass City Center, in
Toledo, Ohio at 12:00 pm Friday July 10™, 2026.

The meeting was opened by Chairman Jason Ward of the 3 District. Edward Fantin of the 6™ District gave
the invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Sharon McClain of the 14™ District was appointed

Secretary.

The following members were present:

District Name Substitution Present | Absent

1 Nicole Rush X

2 Ken Schutz X

3 Jason Ward X

4 Sylvia Thweatt X

5 Lise Day X

6 Edward Fantin X

7 VACANT X

8 Jeremiah Blake X

9 Joyce Hannum X

10 Howard Marotto X

11 VACANT X

12 Ricky Garren X

13 Robert White James Blocker

14 Sharon McClain X
SRR e e e e ]

Total 9 4

Chairman Ward reviewed the award criteria.
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Ricky Garren, 12% District motioned, seconded by Joyce Hannum, 9 District to only accept the
nominations with narratives attached.

MOTION PASSED
Post 459- District 9 and Post 482- District 10.

Nicole Rush, 1* District Chairwoman motioned, seconded by James Blocker, District 13
Chairman to award Atwood- Mauck Post 459, District 9 with the Edward McBane Award.

MOTION PASSED

This committee was adjourned at 12:55 pm ) WL—/
s

Chairman
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Convention Committee on
Americanism
Glass City Center, Toledo, OH
Friday July 10, 2026
12:00 PM

The 2026 Convention Committee on Americanism was held in Jefferson A, Glass City Center, in Toledo,
Ohio at 12:00 pm Friday July 10", 2026.

The meeting was opened by Chairwoman Melissa Fowle of the 3 District. Thom Stan of the 11" District
gave the invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Thom Stan of the 11" District was appointed

Secretary.

The following members were present:

District Name Substitution Present | Absent
1 Bruce Gardner X
2 Tom Tierney X
3 Melissa Fowle X
4 Henry Knight Jr X
5 Sheryl MacDonald X
6 tKeith Smigle X
7 VACANT William Frost X
8 VACANT X
9 William Dittebrand X
10 Rick May X
11 VACANT Thom Stan X
12 Thomas Rowe X
13 Kevin Conlan X
14 Jacob Marx X

Guests- Chris Dziuben- 1% District and Robert Eyrich- 3™ District

Chairman Fowle read the formalities of the Convention Committee.
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Discussion was had about Convention Committee Awards and instructions will be mentioned at
the Commission meeting in order to push more information for District submissions. William
Dittebrand, 9" District motioned, Seconded by Sheryl MacDonald, 5% District.

MOTION PASSED

Alice Friedman Award-

William Dittebrand, 9 District motioned, seconded by Bruce Gardner, 1% District that Huber
Heights Post 200 in District 3 is the winner of the Alice Friedman Memorial Award.

MOTION PASSED
Department Officers came in to give greetings.

Alice Friedman Runner-Up-

Bruce Gardner, 1% District Chairman, seconded by Thom Tierney, 2™ District that Kettering Post
598 in District 3 is the Alice Friedman Runner-Up Award winner.

MOTION PASSED
Mickeal Golato-

William Dittebrand, 9" District motioned, seconded by Bruce Gardner, 1% District that Schnell-
Westfall Post 184 in District 3 is the Mickeal Golato Award winner.

MOTION PASSED
Thom Stan, District 11 gave the Benediction.

This committee was adjourned at 12:40pm

[ T Chaeman
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Convention Committee on
Rules & Order of Business
Glass City Center- Toledo, OH
Friday July 10™, 2026
12:00 PM

The 2026 Convention Committee on Rules & Order of Business was held in Jefferson G, Glass City Center,
in Toledo, Ohio at 12:00 pm Friday July 10™, 2026.

The meeting was opened by Chairman Gary Minadeo of the 9™ District. Gary Minadeo of the 9™ District
gave the invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Amanda Skirkanich of the 5™ District was
appointed Secretary.

The following members were present:

District Name Substitution Present | Absent
1 Dick Zulch X
2 Brian Herriott X
3 Robyn Ladson X
4 Aaron Cuningham X
5 Mindi Calhoun Amanda Skirkanich X
6 Robert Decker X
7 VACANT X
8 Laura Blake X
9 Gary Minadeo X
10 Karen Kinser X
11 VACANT X
12 VACANT Daniel Rinehart X
13 VACANT Jason Nye X
14 Roanld Grams X
sk aeR sl i
Total 10 4

Guests- Bradley Arnold- District 5. Clayton Thington- District 5. Robert Wilson- District 4.
Brandy Bangas.

Paragraph 1- unchanged. Unanimous
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Paragraph 2- unchanged. Unanimous

Paragraph 3- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 4- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 5- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 6- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 7- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 8- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 9- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 10- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 11- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 12- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 13- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 14- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 15- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 16- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 17- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 18- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 19- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 20- When more than two (2) candidates are nominated for any office, voting shall
continue until one candidate receives the necessary majority of the votes cast. If on any vote
taken no candidate receives the necessary majority to elect, a new vote shall be taken for the
place to be filled. The candidate receiving the lowest number of votes on the preceding vote shall
be disqualified. All roll call votes for officers or otherwise will begin with the next sequential
Post where the last roll call vote ended. The 2024 Convention’s last roll call vote ended with Post
614. The first roll call vote of the 2025 Convention would have begun with Post 615, however,
no roll call votes were required. Therefore, the first roll call vote of the 2026 Convention will

begin with Post 615.

Paragraph 21- Unchanged. Unanimous.
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Paragraph 22- Unchanged. Unanimous.
Paragraph 23- Unchanged. Unanimous.
Paragraph 24- Unchanged. Unanimous.
Paragraph 25- Unchanged. Unanimous.

Paragraph 26- Unchanged. Unanimous.

7
This committee was adjourned at 12:50 pm ( / Z O
C‘ ¥, £ d,;)
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Chairman
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Convention Committee on
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
Glass City Center- Toledo, OH
Friday July 10%, 2026
12:00 PM

The 2026 Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation was held in Summit B, Glass City
Center, in Toledo, Ohio at 12:00 pm Friday July 10, 2026.

The meeting was opened by Chairman David Cook of the 6" District. Darell Bishop of the 5th District gave
the invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. David Cook of the 3 District was appointed
Secretary.

The following members were present:

District Name Substitution Present | Absent

1 Randal Roberts X

2 Mike Homan X
3 Mike Blackwel X

4 Jerry Perry Champ Brown X

5 Darell Bishop X

6 Dave Cook X

¥ VACANT John Tepper X

8 VACANT Robinson Johnson X

9 VACANT Mike Bodnar X

10 VACANT Larry Stottsberry X

11 VACANT

12 Jason Norris X

13 Leroy Brinkoff X
14 Richard Dufford X

Total

Guest present Sonia Vastillo-Trotter District 1

David Cook of the 61" Read the minutes from the previous meeting. Champ Brown made motion
to accept the minutes second by Mike Blackwell, motion passed.

“Veterans Strengthening America”



Instruction for Convention Committees was presented by David Cook.
Rules & Order of Business was read as 2/3™ of the Committee is serving for a first time.

David Cook opened the floor for District reports:

John Tepper of the 7™ District reported having Christmas party at Chillicothe VAMC. Was
conducted on Christmas Morning. They also conducted a Carnival at Chillicothe VAMC on the
1°! of June followed by Fireworks that evening.

Meeting was paused for greeting by the Officers.

Darell Bishop of the 5™ District informed that the 5™ District held Christmas and OVH. They are
also having a Thanks to Veterans event on September 6™. Darell then gave update on the Gift for
Yanks program and mentioned it was disappointing as they have only 4 request for special
projects funding. For next year’s budget they have added a new line item, listed as unexpended
funds. A discussion of how funds were requested to be used. Bishop clarified the question.
Request for funding must be received by April 1%. Also, that location must have a VACS rep to
receive funds.

John Tepper of the 7" added that they are having a Vet Fest August 15", tables will be available
for veterans to ask questions.

John Looker informed the VA&R Convention Committee about the Department of Veterans
Affairs proposed rule changes regarding Sleep apnea and Tinnitus. Clarification was given that
veterans currently holding the previous rating will be grandfathered in. This change would only
apply to new claims after the rule becomes law.

Darell Bishop of the Sh District gave the benediction.

This committee was adjourned at 12:42pm \“Q/ : Bt
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Chairman
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DEPARTMENT OF
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Convention Committee on
National Security
Glass City Center- Toledo, OH
Friday July 10%, 2026
12:00 PM

The 2026 Convention Committee on National Security was held in Sumit C, Glass City Center, in Toledo,
Ohio at 12:00 pm Friday July 10%, 2026.

The meeting was opened by Chair Molly Doss of the 5™ District. Tom Leach of the 11th District gave the

invocation,

and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Dan Mate of the 9th District was appointed Secretary.

The following members were present:

District Name Substitution Present | Absent

1 Kevin Motter Dean Boyer X

2 John Randolph X
3 Robert Weiler X

4 Albert Buxton X

5 Molly Doss X

6 Arthur Felty X
7 VACANT

8 John Stabler X

9 VACANT Dan Mate X

10 Frank Barnes X
11 Tom Leach X

12 Brad Beatty X

13 Richard Wright X

14 VACANT Tom Marshall X

Total 10 3

Guests were present at the meeting.

Post Reports: Law and order Award for Convention.
Post 144 District 12
Post 586 District 3
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Post 532 District 12

Post 354 District 5

Nominations were reviewed. Asr per tradition, the even Districts voted with District 12
abstaining. A motion was made by Al Buxton District 4 to accept post 532 from District 12 as
the winner, seconded by John Stabler from District 8, motion passed. Discussion was held
regarding the Ralph Doll award as well as the procedure of alternating votes between even and
odd districts annually; why not have all District vote. Agreed to discuss it at next meeting.

This committee was adjourned at 12:28 pm g«:ﬂ
%W 0 4 ZL
/

Chairman
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Convention Committee on
Legislation
Glass City Center- Toledo, OH
Friday July 10%, 2026
12:00 PM

The 2026 Convention Committee on Legislation was held in Jefferson D, Glass City Center in Toledo, Ohio
at 12:00 pm Friday July 10™, 2026.

The meeting was opened by Chairman Kurt Emans of the 3™ District. Kurt Emans of the 3rd District gave
the invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Kurt Emans of the 3rd District was appointed
Secretary.

The following members were present:

District Name Substitution Present | Absent

1 William Billings X
2 Kurt Emans X
3 John Dugan X
4 Ed Hogan X
5 Gary Mitchell X
6 Bill Berry X
7 VACANT X
8 Ron Rutter X
9 Brent Woerner X
10 Robert Witherow X
11 Richard Smathers X
12 Christopher Curry X
13 Bert Boyd Sr X
14 VACANT X

Total 6 8
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A discussion was held regarding the James Cunningham Award. William Billings from District 1
motioned to award Post 228 from Powhatan Point, Ohio, in District 11 this year's award. Ron
Rutter seconded the motion from District 8.

Motion Passed

Discussion was held regarding HB297, which Governor DeWine approved on Tuesday, July 7,
2026. Ohio posts can now request reimbursement from their county agencies for up to $1,000 for
Memorial Day expenses.

This committee was adjourned at 12:32pm ‘—:‘)_,L,;(" ( .

“Chairman
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Convention Committee on

Constitution & By-Law Amendments

Glass City Center- Toledo, OH
Friday July 10, 2026
12:00 PM

ARE, OHIO 43015-800
DLEGION.COM

7

The 2026 Convention Committee on Constitution & By-Law Amendments was held in Jefferson C, Glass

City Center, in Toledo, Ohio at 12:00 pm Friday July 10", 2026.

The meeting was opened by Chairman John J. Life of the 1st District. Charles Stennis of the 9th District
gave the invocation, and Bob Klostemeier lead the Pledge of Allegiance. Chris Emmons of the 3rd District

was appointed Secretary.

The following members were present:

District Name Substitution Present | Absent
1 Robert Klostermeier X
2 Dennis Morrison X
3 Chris Emmons X
4 Jerry Wilson X
5 Arden Craun X
6 Rodney Turner X
7 VACANT X
8 VACANT X
9 Charles Stennis X
10 Thomas Barnett X
11 David Taylor X
12 Joseph Woodrum X
13 Joseph Teresi X
14 John Life X
o TR e e R R
Total 9 3

David Taylor 11" District motioned, Seconded by Rodney Turner 6" District to amend the

current Per Capita resolution 26-02 from:
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“Article XI, Section 2 The amount of annual Department Per Capita dues
beginning July 13th, 2026 shall be fourteen dollars ($14.00) per member, of which
each year at least fifteen cents ($0.15) shall be allocated for Department
Convention operations; and at least thirty cents ($0.30) shall be allocated to aid
Delegates to the National Convention (Amended 107th Department Convention
2026).

to read:

“Article XI, Section 2 The amount of annual Department Per Capita dues
beginning Jan 1, 2027 shall be fourteen dollars ($14.00) per member, of which
each year at least fifteen cents ($0.15) shall be allocated for Department
Convention operations; and at least thirty cents ($0.30) shall be allocated to aid
Delegates to the National Convention (Amended 107th Department Convention
2026).

MOTION PASSED

Chris Emmons 3™ District motioned, seconded by Robert Klostemier 1% to recommend approval
of resolution 26-02 with amendment.

This committee was adjourned at 12:26 pm
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF

Convention Committee on
Permanent Organizations
Glass City Center- Toledo, OH
Friday July 10 2026
12:00 PM

The 2026 Convention Committee on Permanent Organizations was held in Jefferson E, Glass City Center,
in Toledo, Ohio at 12:00 pm Friday July 10%, 2026.

The meeting was opened by Chairman Jason Rye of the 3" District. Dennis Dickey of the 3rd District gave
the invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Melanie Lane of the 6th District was appointed
Secretary.

The following members were present:

District

Dennis Dickey
Donald Chandler
David Riedel
Melanie Lane

Don Chandler Motioned, Second

ed by Steve Horyack to keep registration hours the same for the
2027 Convention in toledo, Ohio.
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Convention Committee on
Resolutions
Glass City Center- Toledo, OH
Friday July 10", 2026
12:00 PM

The 2026 Convention Committee on Resolutions was held in Jefferson F, Glass City Center, in Toledo,
Ohio at 12:00 pm Friday July 10%, 2026.

The meeting was opened by Chairmen Robert Schmitt of the 1* District. Ron Chapman of the 4th District
gave the invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Jarrett Estep of the 5th District was appointed

Secretary.

The following members were present:

District Name Substitution Present | Absent
1 Robert Schmitt X
3 Dan Garrett X
3 Brian Fowle X
4 Ron Chapman X
5 Jarrett Estep X
6 Mel Cantrell X
7 VACANT X
8 Fred James X
9 Joseph Ball x
10 Howard Stouffer %
11 VACANT X
12 Carl Swisher X
13 Jeff Myers X
14 John Kiefer X
el e A e e o e
Total 11 3

Resolution 26-06 was discussed and Ronald Chapman 4" District motioned, seconded by Jeff
Meyers, 13" District to recommend to the Convention an amendment to resolution 26-06 to add
“Honorary” to the title.
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The current resolution reads:

RESOLVED, by the American Legion Department of Ohio inc. in Convention
assembled in Toledo, Ohio July 10-12, 2026, that that it approves and endorses the
recommendation of the Detachment of Ohio of the Sons of The American Legion,
adopted at its Annual Convention in Grove City, Ohio, on May 15-17, 2026, that Jeff
Vrabel, Sr. be elected a Past National Commander of the Sons of The American
Legion, with all rights and privileges afforded that position, and that his family be
presented with his Past National Commander Uniform Cover, Name Tag, and Colors.

RESOLVED, by the Detachment of Ohio of the Sons of The American Legion in Annual
Convention assembled in Grove City, Ohio on May 15-17, 2026, that Jeff Vrabel, Sr. be
elected a

Past National Commander of the Sons of The American Legion, with all rights and
privileges afforded that position, and that his family be presented with his Past
National Commander

Uniform Cover, Nametag, and Colors; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon its adoption by the Detachment of Ohio this resolution shall be
forwarded

to the National Adjutant of the Sons of The American Legion for its consideration at
that level.

The amended resolution shall read:

RESOLVED, by the American Legion Department of Ohio inc. in Convention
assembled in Toledo, Ohio July 10-12, 2026, that that it approves and endorses the
recommendation of the Detachment of Ohio of the Sons of The American Legion,
adopted at its Annual Convention in Grove City, Ohio, on May 15-17, 2026, that Jeff
Vrabel, Sr. be elected a Honorary Past National Commander of the Sons of The
American Legion, with all rights and privileges afforded that position, and that his
family be presented with his Past National Commander Uniform Cover, Name Tag,
and Colors.

RESOLVED, by the Detachment of Ohio of the Sons of The American Legion in Annual
Convention assembled in Grove City, Ohio on May 15-17, 2026, that Jeff Vrabel, Sr. be
elected a Honorary Past National Commander of the Sons of The American Legion,
with all rights and privileges afforded that position, and that his family be presented
with his Past National Commander

Uniform Cover, Nametag, and Colors; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon its adoption by the Detachment of Ohio this resolution shall be
forwarded

to the National Adjutant of the Sons of The American Legion for its consideration at
that level.
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MOTION PASSED

Proposed Resolution:

A resolution for the appreciation to the City of Toledo for hosting the 2026 Department
Convention.

Carl Swisher, 12th District motioned, seconded by Jeff Meyer, 13th District to create a resolution
for the appreciation to the City of Toledo for hosting the 2026 Department Convention.

MOTION PASSED

This committee was adjourned at 12:30pm

Chairman
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DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS: 60 BIG RUN ROAD, DELAWARE, OHIO 43015-8007

Convention Committee on
Resolutions
Glass City Center- Toledo, OH
Saturday July 11%, 2026
3:40 PM

The 2026 Convention Committee on Resolutions was held in Jefferson F, Glass City Center, in Toledo,
Ohio at 3:40 pm Saturday July 11", 2026.

The meeting was opened properly

The following members were present:

District Name Substitution Present | Absent
1 Robert Schmitt X
2 Dan Garrett X
3 Brian Fowle X
4 Ron Chapman Champ Brown X
5 Jarrett Estep X
6 Mel Cantrell X
7 VACANT %
8 Fred James X
9 Joseph Ball X
10 Howard Stouffer X
11 VACANT X
12 Carl Swisher X
13 Jeff Myers X
14 John Kiefer X
TR e
Total 11 3

Guests present:
Parliamentarian Gary Minadeo
Kristen Hogan Present
Suzette Heller

Adjutant JD Robinson
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Committee had discussion on the validity of each service members eligibility for memorial, how
each memorial would be set up, and how to have National headquarters take on this program.

Parliamentarian Minadeo informed Kristen Hogan National Headquarters would look to state
participation, funding, and process before presenting to National Headquarters.

Brian Fowle, 3™ District motioned, seconded by Carl Swisher, 12" District to refer this resolution
to the 4'" district for further development and planning of this project.

MOTION PASSED
12" District Commander Heller addressed the committee to discuss the alignment of US tax
Code for IRS C19 standards and membership requirements with the American Legion Auxiliary.

Adjutant Robinson gave information on past votes pertaining to this proposed resolution and
where it was not supported by Department of Ohio SAL, DEC, and NEC.

Jarrett Estep, 5" District motioned, seconded by Mel Cantrel, 6" district to recommend approval
of this resolution and to forward it to National Headquarters

MOTION PASSED

This committee was adjourned at 4:08pm

Chairman
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RESOLUTION

The American Legion Department of Ohio inc.
107" Annual Department Convention, Toledo, Ohio
July 10-July 12, 2026

RESOLUTION No.: 26-08
ORIGIN: Convention Committee on Resolutions
SUBJECT: Thanking Toledo for hosting the 2026 Department Convention

WHEREAS, The American Legion Department of Ohio holds a yearly Convention in one of Ohio’s
major cities; and

WHEREAS, Toledo was chosen to host the 2026 Department Convention; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion is grateful for Toledo, Ohio hosting the 2026 American Legion
Department of Ohio Convention; and, therefor be it

RESOLVED, by the American Legion Department of Ohio inc. in Department Convention assembled
in Toledo, Ohio at the Glass City Center July 10-July 12, 2026, That the city of Tolede be commended
for its endeavors in providing a site for the 2026 Convention.

This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our Department but with National action substituted for local resolving clause.
Adjutant Department

Other authorized source:
{To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized source or to comply with Resolution 21, May 4-5, 2016)
BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY

Approved Approved with Amendment Rejected Received and Recorded Consolidated with
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on
Other Action

Signature of Chairman or Secretary




RESOLUTION

The American Legion Department of Ohio inec,
107" Annual Department Convention, Toledo, Chio
July 10-July 12, 2026
RESOLUTION No.: 26-09
ORIGIN: American Legion Post #1
SUBJECT: Expanding American Legion Auxiliary Eligibility

WHEREAS, The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) code permits an organization to be exempt as an
Auxiliary of a 501(c)19 Veteran Organization if it meets the following requirements:

(1) It is affiliated with, and organized in accordance with the bylaws and regulations of, a veterans'
post or organization described above '

(2) At least 75 percent of its members are veterans, spouses of veterans, or related to a veteran within
two degrees of consanguinity (i.e., grandparent, brother, sister, grandchild represent the most distant
allowable relationships)

(3) All members are either members of a veterans' post or organizations described above, or spouses
of a member of such post or organization, or are related to a member of such post or organization within two
degrees of consanguinity

(4) No part of its net earning inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual.; and

WHEREAS, The eligibility requirements of The American Legion Auxiliary are established in the
National Constitution of The American Legion as Article XIII, Section 2 and the eligibility standards
conform to the IRS requirements for an Auxiliary of a 501(c)19 and Section 2 reads as follows:

Section 2. Membership in The American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the:

(1) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of members
of The American Legion; and

(2) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of all men
and women who served in either of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918 and any time
after December 7, 1941 who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of their entry therein served on
active duty in the Armed Forces of any of the governments associated with the United States during either
eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge;

(3) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of all men
and women who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during either of the following periods: April
6, 1917, to November 11, 1918; and any time after December 7, 1941 who served on active duty in the

This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our Department but with National action substituted for local resolving clause.
Adjutant Department
Other authorized source;

(To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized sourcs or to comply with Resolution 21, May 4-3, 2616)
BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY

Approved Approved with Amendment Rejected Received and Recorded Consclidated with
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on
Other Action

Signature of Chairman or Secretary




RESOLUTION

The American Legion Department of Ohio inc.
107" Annual Department Convention, Toledo, Qhio
July 10-July 12, 2026

RESOLUTION No.: 26-09
ORIGIN: American Legion Post #1
SUBJECT: Expanding American Legion Auxiliary Eligibility

Armed Forces of the United States during either eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or after
honorable discharge; and

(4) to those women who of their own right are eligible for membership in The American Legion; and

WHEREAS, The eligibility requirements in Article XIII, Section 2 have been amended twice since
2015 the first to make clear that adopted female descendants were eligible and the second to expand
eligibility to male spouses of Veterans; and

WHEREAS, The composition of the American Legion Auxiliary has changed slightly but the mission
has remained consistent over the past few years since the 2019 expansion of eligibility allowing for service
by more males in the organization and providing additional members to support The American Legion, and

WHEREAS, The current eligibility standards do not include other male relatives within two degrees
of consanguinity including sons, fathers, grandsons, brothers, and grandfathers; and

WHEREAS, The inclusion of sons, fathers, grandsons, brothers, and grandfathers would comply with
the IRS requirements for an Auxiliary of a 501(c)19 veteran Organization and have no effect on the
qualification for such status by The American Legion Auxiliary; and

WHEREAS, The male family members support their Veteran family members consistent with and
similarly to the support provided by female family members; and

WHEREAR, Some of these male family members include fathers and other close relatives who have
lost their family members in military service; and

WHEREAS, Expanding eligibility for all male family members will not affect the operations of the
programs of The American Legion and provides increased ability for new Auxiliary eligible members to
support the programs of the entire Legion Family; now, therefore, be it

This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our Department but with National action substituted for local resolving clause.
Adjutant Department
Other authorized source:

(To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized sourcs or to comply with Resolution 21, May 4-3, 2016)
BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE. USE ONLY

Approved Approved with Amendment Rejected Received and Recorded Consolidated with
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on
Other Action

Signature of Chairman or Secretary




RESOLUTION

The American Legion Department of Ohio ine.
107™ Annual Department Convention, Toledo, Ohio
July 10-July 12, 2026
RESOLUTION No.: 26-09
ORIGIN: American Legion Post #1
SUBJECT: Expanding American Legion Auxiliary Eligibility

This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our Department but with National action substituted for local resolving clause,

Adjutant Department

Other authorized source:
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BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY

Approved Approved with Amendment Rejected Received and Recorded Consolidated with
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on
Other Action

Signature of Chairman or Secretary







RESOLUTION

The American Legion Department of Ohio inc,
107" Annnal Department Convention, Toledo, Ohio
July 10-July 12, 2026
RESOLUTION No.: 26-10
QRIGIN: Loveland Post #256

SUBJECT: Encouraging National Headquarters to adopt, plan, and fund additional forgotten warrior memorials

WHEREAS; The American Legion is dedicated to honoring the service and sacrifice of all United
States military veterans and supporting their families; and

WHEREAS; Far too many veterans have struggled with the invisible wounds of war, including Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), and have tragically lost their lives to suicide after returning home; and

WHEREAS; These veterans served honorably and deserve to have their military service recognized
and remembered with dignity, compassion, and respect; and

WHEREAS,; The Forgotten Warrior Memorial is intended to honor those veterans who lost the battle
with PTSD and took their own lives, ensuring their service is not overshadowed by the manner of their death;
and

WHEREAS; Such memorials provide a sacred place of reflection, remembrance, and healing,
offering families a measure of closure, public acknowledgment of their loved one’s sacrifice, and
reassurance that their service to our nation will never be forgotten; and

WHEREAS; Establishing additional Forgotten Warrior Memorials in prominent public locations will
raise awareness of veteran suicide, reduce stigma surrounding mental health struggles, and reaffirm The
American Legion’s commitment to advocacy, prevention, and support for veterans and their families; and

WHEREAS; The City of Indianapolis represents an appropriate and impactful location to initiate
expansion efforts, to be followed by development in the State of Ohio and other states with significant
veteran populations: now, therefore be i,

RESOLVED, by the American Legion Department of Ohio inc. in Department Convention assembled .
in Toledo, Ohio at the Glass City Convention Center July 10-July 12, 2026, that a duly authorized
copy of this resolution be forwarded to the American legion National Headquarters in Indianapolis,

Indiana for assignnment and consideration by American legion National Headquarters.

RESOLVED, That Loveland Post #256 urges the Department of Ohio and the National Organization
of The American Legion to formally adopt the initiative to plan, support, and fund additional
Forgotten Warrior Memorials dedicated to honoring veterans who have died by suicide as a result of
service-related PTSD and other invisible wounds; and

This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our Department but with National action substituted for local resolving clause.
Adjutant Department
Other authorized source:

(To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized source or to comply with Resoltution 21, May 4-5, 2016)
BELGOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY

Approved Approved with Amendment Rejected Received and Recorded Consolidated with
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on
Other Action

Signature of Chairman or Secretary




RESOLUTION

The American Legion Department of Ohic inc.
107" Annual Pepartment Convention, Toledo, Ohio
July 10-July 12, 2026
RESOLUTION No,: 26-10
ORIGIN: Loveland Post #256
SUBJECT: Encouraging National Headquarters to adopt, plan, and fond additional forgotten warrior memorials

RESOLVED, That the expansion phase of this initiative begins in Indianapolis, Indiana, followed by
development in Ohio, and subsequently expand to additional states as determined by feasibility, need,
and community support; and

RESOLVED, That The American Legion establish or designate a committee or task force to oversee
planning, site selection, partnerships, fundraising efforts, educational outreach, and long-term
stewardship of these memorials; and

RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to the appropriate Department, and National
Convention for consideration and action.

This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our Department but with National action substituted for local resolving clause.
Adjutant Department
Other authorized source:

(To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized source or to comply with Resolution 21, May 4-5, 2016)
BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY

Approved Approved with Amendment Rejected Received and Recorded Consolidated with
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on
Other Action

Signature of Chairman or Secretary




