
August 4, 2026 

Memo To: National Officers 
Past National Commanders 
National Executive Committee 
Alternate National Executive Committee
Department Commanders 
Department Adjutants 
Division Directors 

Subject:   Proposed Amendments to the National Constitution and/or By-Laws 

In accordance with provisions contained in Sections 1 and 2, Article XV of the National 
Constitution, and Sections 1 and 2, Article VIII, of the By-Laws, the attached proposed 
amendments, which were received in time to be circulated, is transmitted to all Departments 
and to the members of the National Executive Committee by mailing the same to them at least 
twenty days prior to the convening of the 107th Annual National Convention in Louisville, KY, for 
the duration of August 28-September 3, 2026. 

Listed below are the resolutions submitted by departments and copies are attached.

RESOLUTION # TITLED SUBMITTED BY 
8 AMEND ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 2 OF THE 

AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL CONSTITUTION
ARIZONA

18 AMEND ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 2 OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL CONSTITUTION

MONTANA

27 AMEND ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 2 OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL CONSTITUTION

MARYLAND

RODNEY K. ROLLAND 
National Adjutant 



RESOLUTION 
National Headquarters, The American Legion 

One-Hundred and Seventh Annual National Convention, Louisville, Kentucky 
September 1, 2, 3, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 8 

SUBJECT: AMEND ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 2 OF THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON  CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

 
This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our department but with national action substituted for local resolving clause.
  
 Adjutant  Matthew E. Kritzer Department   Arizona 

 
Other authorized source: 
(To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized source or to comply with Resolution 21, May 4-5, 2016) 
 BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY 
 
Approved Approved with Amendment  Rejected Received and Recorded  Consolidated with 
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on    
Other Action 
Signature of Chairman or Secretary 

WHEREAS, The American Legion was chartered by Congress and created the American Legion Auxiliary 
as a separate corporation with congressional approval; and 

WHEREAS, The American Legion National Constitution establishes eligibility for membership in the 
American Legion Auxiliary in Article XIII, Section 2; and 

WHEREAS, The American Legion Auxiliary Constitution, Article III, Eligibility, Section 1, states that 
eligibility for membership in the American Legion Auxiliary is defined by The American Legion; and 

WHEREAS, At the 2019 American Legion Auxiliary National Convention held in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
August 27–29, 2019, the American Legion Auxiliary amended Article III, Eligibility, Section 1 by changing 
the eligibility term from “wife” to “spouse”; and 

WHEREAS, Nicole Clapp, Past National President of the American Legion Auxiliary, affirmed that this is 
consistent with the Auxiliary’s longstanding legacy of embracing military families and supporting them in 
every way possible; and 

WHEREAS, Under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(19), an auxiliary unit or society must be 
affiliated with and organized in accordance with the bylaws and regulations of a veterans’ organization 
already exempt under IRC 501(c)(19), be organized in the United States or its possessions, and have 
members who are either members of the veterans’ organization, spouses of those members, or related to 
those members within two degrees of consanguinity including parents, grandparents, siblings, and 
grandchildren but excluding nieces and nephews; and 

WHEREAS, Expanding American Legion Auxiliary eligibility to include grandparents, parents, spouses, 
and direct or adopted female and male descendants of all veterans would further the longstanding mission of 
embracing and supporting the families of those who served the United States in the Armed Forces; now, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in Louisville, Kentucky, 
September 1, 2, 3, 2026, That Article XIII, Section 2 of the National Constitution of The American 
Legion be amended to read as follows: 

Article XIII, Section 2 

Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to: 

1. Grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct or adopted male and female descendants of 
members of The American Legion; and 



RESOLUTION 
National Headquarters, The American Legion 

One-Hundred and Seventh Annual National Convention, Louisville, Kentucky 
September 1, 2, 3, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 8 

SUBJECT: AMEND ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 2 OF THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON  CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

 
This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our department but with national action substituted for local resolving clause.
  
 Adjutant  Matthew E. Kritzer Department   Arizona 

 
Other authorized source: 
(To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized source or to comply with Resolution 21, May 4-5, 2016) 
 BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY 
 
Approved Approved with Amendment  Rejected Received and Recorded  Consolidated with 
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on    
Other Action 
Signature of Chairman or Secretary 

2. Grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct or adopted male and female descendants of all 
men and women who served in either of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918, 
and any time after December 7, 1941, who, being citizens of the United States at the time of their entry, 
served on active duty in the Armed Forces of any government associated with the United States during 
either eligibility period and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge; and 

3. Grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct or adopted male and female descendants of all 
men and women who served in the Armed Forces of the United States during either of the following 
periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918, and any time after December 7, 1941, who served on 
active duty during either eligibility period and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge; 
and 

4. Those women who are eligible for membership in The American Legion in their own right. 

 



RESOLUTION 
National Headquarters, The American Legion 

One-Hundred and Seventh Annual National Convention, Louisville, Kentucky 
September 1, 2, 3, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 18 

SUBJECT: AMEND ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 2 OF THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON  CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

 
This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our department but with national action substituted for local resolving clause.
  
 Adjutant Duane Cunningham Department Montana 

 
Other authorized source: 
(To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized source or to comply with Resolution 21, May 4-5, 2016) 
 BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY 
 
Approved Approved with Amendment  Rejected Received and Recorded  Consolidated with 
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on    
Other Action 
Signature of Chairman or Secretary 

WHEREAS, Eligibility for membership in the American Legion Auxiliary is determined by The American Legion and is limited 
to the grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of veterans of the Armed Forces of the 
United States; and 

 
WHEREAS, The American Legion expanded eligibility for membership in the American Legion Auxiliary 
in 2019 to include male spouses of American Legion members; and 

 
WHEREAS, The IRS regulation concerning veterans’ organization auxiliaries states in part that its members 
are spouses of veterans or related to a veteran within two degrees of consanguinity representing the most 
distant allowable relationships; and 

 
WHEREAS, Grandfathers, fathers, and brothers of veterans of the Armed Forces of the United States 
currently have no eligibility for membership in any branch of The American Legion Family; now, therefore, 
be it 
 
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in Louisville, Kentucky, 
September 1, 2, 3, 2026, That The American Legion shall amend membership eligibility in the 
American Legion Auxiliary to include the grandfathers, fathers, and brothers of all veterans of the 
Armed Forces of the United States. 
 



RESOLUTION 
National Headquarters, The American Legion 

One-Hundred and Seventh Annual National Convention, Louisville, Kentucky 
September 1, 2, 3, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 27 

SUBJECT: AMEND ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 2 OF THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON  CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

 
This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our department but with national action substituted for local resolving clause.
  
Russell W. Myers, Jr., Adjutant Department of Maryland 

 
Other authorized source: 
(To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized source or to comply with Resolution 21, May 4-5, 2016) 
 BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY 
 
Approved Approved with Amendment  Rejected Received and Recorded  Consolidated with 
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on    
Other Action 
Signature of Chairman or Secretary 

 WHEREAS, The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) code permits an organization to be exempt as an Auxiliary of a 
501(c)(19) veterans organization if it meets the following requirements: 

1.  It is affiliated with, and organized in accordance with the bylaws and regulations of, a veterans' post or 
organization described above 

2. At least 75 percent of its members are veterans, spouses of veterans, or related to a veteran within two 
degrees of consanguinity (i.e., grandparent, brother, sister, grandchild represent the most distant allowable 
relationships) 

3. All members are either members of a veterans' post or organizations described above, or spouses of a 
member of such post or organization, or are related to a member of such post or organization within two 
degrees of consanguinity 

4. No part of its net earning inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual; and 
 
WHEREAS, The eligibility requirements of The American Legion Auxiliary are established in the National 
Constitution of The American Legion in Article XIII, Section 2, and the eligibility standards conform to the IRS 
requirements for an Auxiliary of a 501(c)(19) organization, and Section 2 reads as follows: 
     Section 2. Membership in The American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the: 
          (1) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of members of The 
American Legion; and  
          (2) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of all men and 
women who served in either of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918 and any time after 
December 7, 1941 who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of their entry therein served on active duty 
in the Armed Forces of any of the governments associated with the United States during either eligibility periods 
and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge;  
          (3) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of all men and 
women who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during either of the following periods:  
April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918; and any time after December 7, 1941 who served on active duty in the 
Armed Forces of the United States during either eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or after honorable 
discharge; and 
          (4) to those women who of their own right are eligible for membership in The American Legion.; and 
  
WHEREAS, The eligibility requirements in Article XIII, Section 2 have been amended twice since 2015, the first 
to make clear that adopted female descendants were eligible and the second to expand eligibility to male spouses 
of veterans; and  
 
WHEREAS, The composition of the American Legion Auxiliary has changed slightly, but the mission has 
remained consistent over the past few years since the 2019 expansion of eligibility allowing for service by more 
males in the organization and providing additional members to support The American Legion; and 



RESOLUTION 
National Headquarters, The American Legion 

One-Hundred and Seventh Annual National Convention, Louisville, Kentucky 
September 1, 2, 3, 2026 

RESOLUTION NO. 27 

SUBJECT: AMEND ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 2 OF THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON  CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

This is to certify that this resolution was adopted by our department but with national action substituted for local resolving clause.

Russell W. Myers, Jr., Adjutant Department of Maryland 

Other authorized source: 
(To be used when resolution is submitted from another authorized source or to comply with Resolution 21, May 4-5, 2016) 

BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY 

Approved Approved with Amendment  Rejected Received and Recorded  Consolidated with 
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on 
Other Action 
Signature of Chairman or Secretary 

WHEREAS, The current eligibility standards do not include other male relatives within two degrees of 
consanguinity, including sons, fathers, grandsons, brothers, and grandfathers; and  

WHEREAS, The inclusion of sons, fathers, grandsons, brothers, and grandfathers would comply with the IRS 
requirements for an Auxiliary of a 501(c)(19) organization and would have no effect on the qualification for such 
status by The American Legion Auxiliary; and  

WHEREAS, Male family members support their veteran family members in a manner consistent with the support 
provided by female family members; and 

WHEREAS, These male family members include fathers and other close relatives who have lost loved ones in 
military service; and 

WHEREAS, Expanding eligibility for all male family members will not affect the operations of the programs of 
The American Legion and will provide increased ability for newly eligible Auxiliary members to support the 
programs of the entire Legion Family; now, therefore, be it    

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in Louisville, Kentucky, 
September 1, 2, 3, 2026, That the Constitution of The American Legion, Article XIII, Section 2 is hereby 
amended to read: 
     Section 2. Membership in The American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the: 

(1) grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct and adopted descendants of members of The
American Legion; and 

(2) grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct and adopted descendants of all men and
women who served in either of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918 and any time 
after December 7, 1941 who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of their entry therein served on 
active duty in the Armed Forces of any of the governments associated with the United States during either 
eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge;  

(3) grandparents, parents, siblings, spouses, and direct and adopted descendants of all men and
women who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during either of the following periods: April 6, 
1917, to November 11, 1918; and any time after December 7, 1941 who served on active duty in the Armed 
Forces of the United States during either eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or after honorable 
discharge; and 

(4) to those veterans who of their own right are eligible for membership in The American Legion.



SUPPORTING BRIEF
Submitted in accordance with Form 1b, Regulation 3 (NEC Resolution No. 21, May 4-5, 2016) 

Subject of the accompanying resolution:  Amend the Constitution of The American Legion, 
Article XIII, Section 2 

Originating source:  Department of Maryland, The American Legion. Adopted at the 108th 
Annual Department Convention, Ocean City, MD, July 16, 2026. 

The Question Presented
Article XIII, Section 2, of the National Constitution presently admits to the American Legion 
Auxiliary the grandmothers, mothers, sisters and direct and adopted female descendants of 
veterans, and spouses of either sex. It excludes every other male relative. A father, grandfather, 
son, grandson or brother of a veteran has no path to Auxiliary membership, while his female 
counterpart — a mother, grandmother, daughter, granddaughter or sister standing in the identical 
relation to the identical veteran — does. 1 This resolution removes the gender qualification and 
nothing else. It requires no Act of Congress, disturbs no provision of the federal charter, and 
complies with the IRS requirements for an auxiliary of a 501(c)(19) organization. It lies wholly 
within the authority of this Convention under Article XV. 

I. Identification of the Originating Group
This resolution originated with and was adopted by the Department of Maryland at the 108th 
Department of Maryland Convention assembled on July 16, 2026. It is submitted to the National 
Adjutant for consideration by the One Hundred and Seventh Annual National Convention, 
Louisville, Kentucky, September 1, 2, 3, 2026. 

The amendment makes two parallel changes, both removing a gender qualification and nothing 
else. In the classes of relatives — subsections (1) through (3) — "grandmothers, mothers, sisters, 
spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants" becomes "grandparents, parents, siblings, 
spouses, and direct and adopted descendants." In subsection (4), "those women who of their own 
right are eligible for membership in The American Legion" becomes "those veterans who of their 
own right are eligible." No period of service is altered. No relationship outside the existing two 
degrees of consanguinity is added. No other Article is touched. 

II. The Present Exclusion and Whom It Affects

1 The American Legion Auxiliary states the exclusion in its own membership guidance: male spouses may join, but 
"grandfathers, fathers, uncles, brothers, or other male descendants are not eligible to join the Auxiliary." American 
Legion Auxiliary, Unit Guide (rev. Oct. 2024), Membership Frequently Asked Questions, at 26. 



Male family members who would join and serve are turned away. The relatives this 
amendment would admit — fathers, grandfathers, sons, grandsons and brothers of veterans — 
are not a hypothetical class. In this Department, men in these relationships already attend Post 
functions, support Auxiliary fundraising, and assist veterans, working alongside their wives, 
mothers and sisters at every part of the Legion Family. What they cannot do is join the 
organization whose mission they are already serving, hold office in it, vote in it, or be counted in 
it. The Auxiliary loses their dues, their labor, their leadership, and it loses them at a time when 
every veterans service organization in the country is working to replace an aging membership. 

The exclusion divides single families. A veteran’s daughter may join the Auxiliary; her brother 
may not. A veteran’s mother may join; his father may not. Two people in the same household, 
standing in the same relation to the same veteran, with the same willingness to serve, are treated 
differently based on sex alone. Families who wish to serve together are told that only some of 
them may do so. 

The distinction is least defensible where the sacrifice has been greatest. A mother who loses 
a child in service to the nation is eligible for membership in The American Legion Auxiliary. A 
father who loses the same child, in the same service, is not. A grandmother is eligible; a 
grandfather is not. These men have given what the organization exists to honor, and the 
organization has no place for them. 

The 2019 amendment already admitted men to the Auxiliary. When this Convention changed 
"wives" to "spouses," the practical result was that male spouses of eligible veterans could join. 
Sex ceased to be a categorical bar to Auxiliary membership. What remains is a narrower and less 
coherent line: a man who married into a veteran's family may join, while a man born into it — 
the veteran's own son, father or brother — may not. Maryland submits that this distinction cannot 
be defended on any ground the Legion would wish to state aloud. 

III. Material Relevance to the Purposes of The American Legion
The subject matter is germane on its face: Article XIII, Section 2, is a provision of the National 
Constitution of The American Legion, and Article XV, Section 1, commits its amendment to the 
National Convention. The question of who may serve in the auxiliary The American Legion 
recognizes is Legion business, committed by our own organic document to this body. 

Beyond that threshold, the amendment advances the stated purposes of the American 
Legion Auxiliary itself, as set out in its own Preamble. 

"To participate in and contribute to the accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The 
American Legion." This is the defining purpose of the Auxiliary, and it is what the men this 
amendment admits already do. Fathers, grandfathers, sons, grandsons and brothers of veterans 
support the Legion's programs now, without standing to join the organization created to carry 
that support forward. The amendment lets them contribute as members rather than as bystanders. 



"To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state, and nation." These 
men already bear that obligation and already act on it. The amendment gives them a place to 
discharge it within the Legion Family, under the discipline and direction of an American Legion 
Auxiliary organization, rather than informally and uncounted. 

"To consecrate and sanctify our association by our devotion to mutual helpfulness." An 
association that admits a veteran's sister and excludes his brother, or admits a Gold Star mother 
and excludes a Gold Star father, is an association qualified by something the Preamble does not 
mention. 

IV. The National Convention Has Sole and Sufficient Authority to Adopt This
Amendment
It has been asserted in past discussions of this subject that expanding Auxiliary eligibility would 
require an Act of Congress, or would require action by The American Legion Auxiliary. Neither 
is correct. 

The federal charter contains no auxiliary provision. The Charter of The American Legion, 36 
U.S.C. §§ 21701-21708, addresses organization, purposes, membership in the corporation, 
powers, nondiscrimination, name and emblems, political activities, service of process, and the 
annual report. Section 21703 sets eligibility for membership in The American Legion itself. No 
section of the charter addresses The American Legion Auxiliary or its membership. Congress 
therefore has no role in this amendment, and the amendment takes effect upon adoption. 

The Auxiliary’s own Constitution assigns the question to The American Legion. Article III, 
Section 1, of the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary provides that eligibility for 
membership in the Auxiliary is determined by The American Legion. Concurrence by the 
Auxiliary is not a prerequisite to action by this Convention. 

IRS guidance points the same way. To qualify as an auxiliary of a 501(c)(19) veterans 
organization, the IRS requires that the auxiliary be affiliated with, and organized in accordance 
with the bylaws and regulations of, the veterans' organization. The terms of Auxiliary eligibility 
are therefore set within The American Legion's own governing documents — which is exactly 
what Article XIII, Section 2, does, and exactly what this amendment operates on. 

Precedent within The American Legion confirms it. Article XIII, Section 2, has been 
amended by this body twice in the last decade. In 2015, at the request of the American Legion 
Auxiliary's 2013 National Convention, the Convention replaced "daughters, granddaughters and 
great-granddaughters" with "direct and adopted female descendants."2 In 2019, the Convention 
adopted the current text of the Section, which changed "wives" to "spouses" and so opened 
membership to the male spouses of eligible veterans.3 That change was made by amendment to 

2 Resolution No. 2, Eligibility for The American Legion Auxiliary, 97th National Convention, Baltimore, Md., Sept. 
1-3, 2015.
3 Resolution No. 1, Amendments to the American Legion National Constitution and By-Laws, 101st National
Convention, Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 27-29, 2019.



the National Constitution, adopted at the National Convention. It was not effected by the 
LEGION Act or by any other Act of Congress; the LEGION Act altered periods of qualifying 
service, not the terms of Auxiliary eligibility. 

The 2019 amendment is dispositive of the “Act of Congress” objection. Men were first admitted 
to The American Legion Auxiliary by amendment of this Constitution at the National 
Convention, and by nothing else. 

Concurrence by the American Legion Auxiliary is not required for this Convention to act. Under 
Article III, Section 1, of the Auxiliary's Constitution, eligibility for membership in the Auxiliary 
is determined by The American Legion. Maryland welcomes Auxiliary support and stands ready 
to work with the Auxiliary on implementation. 

V. The Amendment Complies with IRS Requirements for an Auxiliary of a
501(c)(19) Organization
The Internal Revenue Code permits an organization to qualify as an auxiliary of a 501(c)(19) 
veterans organization where: (1) it is affiliated with, and organized in accordance with the 
bylaws and regulations of, the veterans’ post or organization; (2) at least 75 percent of its 
members are veterans, spouses of veterans, or related to a veteran within two degrees of 
consanguinity, with grandparent, brother, sister and grandchild representing the most distant 
allowable relationships; (3) all members are either members of the veterans’ post or organization, 
spouses of such a member, or related to such a member within two degrees of consanguinity; and 
(4) no part of its net earnings inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual.

The amendment satisfies each requirement. Requirement 1 is unaffected; the Auxiliary is 
organized under Article XIII of the National Constitution, and this amendment operates within 
that Article. Requirement 2 is unaffected; membership in The American Legion is limited to 
veterans, so every Auxiliary member is a veteran or a qualifying relative of one, without regard 
to sex, and the 75 percent floor is not approached. Requirement 3 is satisfied by the same 
analysis: the relationships the amendment adds — fathers, grandfathers, sons, grandsons and 
brothers — are the male counterparts of relationships already recognized, and fall within the 
same two degrees of consanguinity. Requirement 4 is unaffected. 

Auxiliary size is not a factor. It has been suggested that the size of an auxiliary relative to the 
veterans organization bears on exempt status. No such rule appears in the Code or in IRS 
guidance. Auxiliary membership strength is not used in determining the status of the post or of 
The American Legion. 

VI. Anticipated Questions
Does this amendment reach beyond two degrees of consanguinity? The amended text uses 
“direct and adopted descendants,” which parallels the existing “direct and adopted female 
descendants” adopted in 2015. The amendment does not alter the structure of the descendant 



class; it removes only the gender qualification. Any question about the outer limit of that class 
applies equally to the text as it stands today and is not created by this amendment. 

Is this a question about the Sons of The American Legion? No. This resolution amends 
Article XIII, Section 2, and addresses eligibility for membership in The American Legion 
Auxiliary. It makes no change to any Legion program and does not depend on any question 
concerning program participation. 

Does this change the character of the Auxiliary? The Auxiliary has admitted men since 2019. 
This amendment does not introduce male membership; it ends a distinction among male relatives 
under which a spouse may join and a son, father or brother may not. Since male spouses became 
eligible in 2019, Maryland's Auxiliary units have admitted and worked alongside male members 
with no change to the mission, purpose or operations of the Auxiliary — the last time this Article 
was opened to men, nothing was lost. 

VII. Conclusion

The amendment is within the sole authority of this Convention under Article XV. It requires no 
Act of Congress and disturbs no provision of the federal charter. It complies with the IRS 
requirements for an auxiliary of a 501(c)(19) organization. It follows precedent set twice by this 
body in the last decade. And it opens the Auxiliary to men who are already doing the work — the 
fathers, grandfathers, sons, grandsons and brothers of veterans, including those whose families 
have paid the highest price — on the same terms as the women of their own families. 

The Department of Maryland respectfully urges adoption. 
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